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Hot News of the Week  
 
1. Former German chancellor Angela Merkel wins Unesco Peace Prize 2022 
Former German chancellor Angela Merkel has been awarded the Unesco Peace Prize 2022 for “her efforts to 
welcome refugees”. In the summer of 2015, as refugees were streaming into Europe, Merkel opened her country’s 
borders and famously declared to Germans “Wir schaffen das”, “We can do this.”  

 
She eventually pulled back on her pro-immigration stance as support eroded among the public and within her own 
conservative party. All the members of the jury were touched by her courageous decision in 2015 to welcome more 
than 1.2 million refugees, notably from Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan and Eritrea. 
About the Unesco Peace Prize:  
The honour, which is officially called Felix Houphouet-Boigny-Unesco Peace Prize, is named after the former 
president of Ivory Coast. It has been awarded each year since 1989 to individuals, organisations or institutions that 
have made a special effort to promote, research or secure peace. It is awarded annually. The prize includes a cheque 
of USD 150,000, a gold medal and a peace diploma. If there are multiple recipients, the cheque is shared equally.  
 

National Affairs  
2. 17th Pravasi Bhartiya Divas 2023 will be held at Indore in January 2023 
According to External Affairs Ministry spokesperson Arindam Bagchi, the 17th Pravasi Bhartiya Divas 2023 will be 
held at Indore in January next year. Pravasi Bharatiya Divas is celebrated every year on the 9th of January to mark 
the contribution of the overseas Indian community to the development of India. It also commemorates the return of 
Mahatma Gandhi from South Africa to India on 9th January 1915.  
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3. “Aqua Bazar” online market place feature in the “MatsyaSetu” mobile app 
During the 9th general body meeting of the National Fisheries Development Board, Shri Parshottam Rupala, Union 
Minister for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry, and Dairy, introduced the “Aqua Bazar” online market place feature in the 
“MatsyaSetu” mobile app. The Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana was used to fund the development of 
the MatsyaSetu app by the ICAR-Central Institute of Freshwater Aquaculture (ICAR-CIFA), Bhubaneswar, with 
assistance from the National Fisheries Development Board (NFDB), Hyderabad (PMMSY).  
The Aqua Bazar, online market will assist fish farmers and other interested parties in locating the inputs—such as 
fish seeds, feed, medicines, etc.—and services needed for fish cultivation. Farmers may also offer their table-size fish 
for sale on the Aqua Bazar market. The Aqua Bazar marketplace intends to link up all parties involved in 
aquaculture.  
Note : 
“MatsyaSetu” mobile app was launched to educate fish farmers in 2021 which comprises of species-wise or subject-
wise self-learning online course modules. 

 
 
 
 
4. Rashtriya Puruskar Portal to bring together all the awards of the various Ministries 
Union Government has launched Rashtriya Puruskar Portal to bring together all the awards of the various Ministries, 
Departments, and Agencies of the Government of India. The Rashtriya Puruskar Portal will make sure that all the 
awards are under one platform to ensure transparency and public partnership or Jan Bhagidari.  
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5. Union Minister Jitendra Singh in Pune, unveiled the first hydrogen fuel cell bus made in India  
Union Minister Jitendra Singh in Pune, unveiled the first hydrogen fuel cell bus made in India. Dr. Jitendra Singh 
referred to Green hydrogen as a superb clean energy vector that enables deep decarbonization of hard-to-abate 
emissions from the refining industry, the fertiliser industry, the steel industry, the cement industry, as well as from 
the heavy commercial transportation sector.  

 
 
6. “Azadi Quest”, a series of online educational games based on India’s freedom struggle 
Union Minister Anurag Thakur has launched “Azadi Quest”, a series of online educational games based on India’s 
freedom struggle, developed in collaboration with Zynga India. These games are an effort to tap into the huge market 
of online gamers and to educate them through games.  
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7. Anang Tal Lake in South Delhi has been declared a monument of national importance 
Recently, the Anang Tal Lake in South Delhi has been declared a monument of national importance through a gazette 
notification by the Ministry of Culture. The Anang Tal lake in South Delhi is believed to have been built a thousand 
years ago. As per the website of the National Mission on Monuments and Antiquities, Tradition ascribes this tank to a 
Tomar King, Anang Pal II, the builder of Lal Kot.  

 
 
8. India’s first 3D-printed post office is slated to come up in Bengaluru 
India’s first 3D-printed post office is slated to come up in Bengaluru, Karnataka and will cost around one-fourth of 
the amount spent on a traditional building. The new post office building in Cambridge Layout in Halasuru, Bengaluru 
will be built using 3D printing and is likely to be completed within the next month. The Post Office building is being 
constructed by Larsen & Toubro, which is the only company currently in India utilising 3D printing technology for 
construction.  
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States in the News  
9. The Uttar Pradesh government is planning to build an education township in the state 
The Uttar Pradesh government is planning to build an education township in the state. As per the Yogi Adityanath 
government, the education township will be developed on the idea of ‘Single Entry, Multiple Exit’. The move will 
provide high-quality education to the youth and equip them with a variety of professional skills in a single place.  

 
 
10. Uttar Pradesh Tourism Department to start the country’s first night safari 
The cabinet meeting chaired by Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath approved the proposal of the Uttar Pradesh Tourism 
Department to start the country’s first night safari in the capital Lucknow. This will be the first night safari in the 
country. At present, there are 13 open day safaris in the country, but not a single night safari.   
Tourism and Culture Minister Jaiveer Singh said that on the lines of Singapore’s world’s first night safari, this night 
safari in Lucknow will be developed on 350 acres in the Kukrail forest area spread over an area of 2027.46 hectares 
and a zoological park will be built in 150 acres. 
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11. Nagaland got its second railway station after a gap of more than 119 years 
North-east state, Nagaland got its second railway station after a gap of more than 119 years with the commissioning 
of a new facility at Shokhuvi. Dimapur Railway Station, in the heart of the commercial hub of the state, was 
inaugurated in 1903. Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio flagged off the Donyi Polo Express from Shokhuvi Railway Station 
during the day.  

 
 
 
International Affairs  
12. External affairs minister S Jaishankar unveiled a bust of Mahatma Gandhi in Paraguay 
External affairs minister S Jaishankar unveiled a bust of Mahatma Gandhi in Paraguay and visited the historic Casa de 
la Independencia, from where the South American country’s independence movement started more than two 
centuries ago. Jaishankar arrived in Brazil on the first leg of his six-day visit to South America with an aim to boost 
overall bilateral ties with the region. Jaishankar, who is on his first-ever official visit to South America, is also 
visiting Paraguay and Argentina.  
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13. Greece‘s exit from the EU‘s enhanced surveillance framework for Greece‘s economy 
Greece‘s exit from the EU‘s enhanced surveillance framework for Greece‘s economy, ending 12 years of suffering and 
giving it more flexibility to make its own policies. Greece’s economic performance and policies have been rigorously 
watched under the framework since 2018 to ensure it carried out the reforms pledged during three multilateral 
bailouts from the European Union (EU) and the IMF between 2010 and 2015, totaling more than 260 billion euros 
($261 billion). 

 
 
14. The world’s first fleet of hydrogen-powered passenger trains was launched by Germany 
The world’s first fleet of hydrogen-powered passenger trains was launched by Germany. The first fleet of hydrogen-
powered passenger trains has replaced 15 diesel trains that were previously operated on non electrified tracks in 
Lower Saxony, Germany. The engine of the trains is powered by electricity generated using hydrogen fuel cells.  
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15. South Korea has once again shattered its own record for the world’s lowest fertility rate 
South Korea has once again shattered its own record for the world’s lowest fertility rate. South Korean women were 
estimated, based on 2021 data, to have an average of just 0.81 children over their lifetimes, down from 0.84 a year 
earlier. The number of newborns declined in 2021 to 260,600, which equates to about 0.5% of the population.  

 
 
 
 

Agreements/MoUs Signed  
16. Godrej Agrovet signed an MoU with the governments of Assam, Manipur, and Tripura to advance and 
promote oil palm growth 
Godrej Agrovet, a diversified agribusiness conglomerate, announced that it has signed an MoU with the governments 
of Assam, Manipur, and Tripura to advance and promote oil palm growth in the area under the National Mission on 
Edible Oils-Oil Palm initiative. The partnership between Godrej Agrovet and the state governments will create new 
chances for expansion of oil palm plants in these states as well as support for farmers.  
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17. Hero Electric, an Indian electric scooter maker announces a partnership with Jio-BP 
Hero Electric, an Indian electric scooter maker announces a partnership with Jio-BP to provide EV charging and 
battery swapping solutions in India. The partnership between Hero electric and Jio-BP will allow the automaker’s 
customers access to the latter’s charging and battery swapping infrastructure. In 2020, a joint venture between 
Mukesh Ambani-led Reliance Industries and British oil giant BP, called Jio-BP.  

 
 

 
 

Banking/Economy/Business News  
18. NPCI International Payments Limited has signed an MoU with the PayXpert 
National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), which is the world’s largest real-time payment solution, the Unified 
Payments Interface, and the RuPay card scheme has signed an MoU through their subsidiary corporation NPCI 
International Payments Limited (NIPL), with the PayXpert, the payment solutions to establish and internationalize 
the acceptance of its payment solutions in the UK. 
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19. Asset management firms and depositories instructed by Sebi to join the account aggregator framework 
Asset management firms (AMCs) and depositories are examples of stock market intermediaries that have been 
instructed by the Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) to join the account aggregator framework put 
forward by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). Additionally, the market regulator, Sebi established regulations that will 
only apply to participants in the stock market ecosystem who join the aggregator framework.  

 
 
20. HDFC has launched India’s first one-stop solution portal for Electric Vehicles Ecosystem 
HDFC has launched India’s first one-stop solution portal for Electric Vehicles Ecosystem, “All things EV”. HDFC EGRO, 
General Insurance Company, which is a leading private sector general insurance company has claimed that the “All 
things EV”, fulfills the needs of the existing and potential Electric Vehicles or EV users.  

 
 
21. HPCL’s uses first of its kind Waste-to-Energy portfolio 
HPCL’s uses first of its kind Waste-to-Energy portfolio, uses 100 tonnes of dung per day to make biogas, which may 
be used as vehicle fuel. In a year, the HPCL Compressed Biogas Project, Rajasthan is expected to be put into 
operation.  
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22. BOB Finance launched a Yoddha co-branded RuPay credit card for Indian Army troops 
BOB Finance launched a Yoddha co-branded RuPay credit card for Indian Army troops by Bank of Baroda-backed 
BOB Financial Solutions in collaboration with National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI). The new co-branded 
credit card will be made available on the RuPay platform and have contactless characteristics.  

 
 
Appointments/Resignations  
23. Rajesh Verma has been appointed as the Secretary to President Droupadi Murmu 
Odisha cadre 1987-batch IAS officer, Rajesh Verma has been appointed as the Secretary to President 
Droupadi Murmu. He replaces the incumbent Kapil Dev Tripathi, a 1980-batch IAS officer.  

 
 
24. Sajith Sivanandan has been appointed as the executive vice-president and head of 
Disney+Hotstar 
Sajith Sivanandan has been appointed as the executive vice-president and head of Disney+Hotstar. 
Disney’s International Content and Operations is India’s largest streaming service and Sajith Sivanandan 
has previously worked with Google. 
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25. DreamSetGo has announced Sourav Ganguly as its first brand ambassador 
DreamSetGo, a sports experiences and travel platform, has announced Sourav Ganguly as its first brand 
ambassador. Founded in 2019, DreamSetGo is solving a specific problem – access to worldwide sporting 
events and experiences for fans.  

 
 
Defence News  
26. The first indigenous carrier will soon be commissioned as INS Vikrant on September 2 
The first indigenous carrier which has been constructed by Cochin Shipyard Ltd, will soon be commissioned as INS 
Vikrant on September 2. The warship will play the role of ensuring peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific region. The 
aircraft landing trials on board INS Vikrant will begin in November and will be completed by mid-2023.  

 
 

Awards and Recognitions  
27. Bangladesh-born Fahmida Azim has been selected for the Pulitzer Prize 2022 
The country’s largest  Bangladesh-born Fahmida Azim working for the Insider online magazine of the US 
has been selected for the Pulitzer Prize 2022. She will be awarded under the category of Illustrated 
Reporting and Commentary.  
She is among the four journalists including Anthony Del Col, Josh Adams and Walt Hickey of Insider being 
published from New York, selected for their work on the Chinese oppression of the Uyghurs. The work ‘I 
escaped a Chinese internment Camp’ has illustrations by Fahmida Azim.  
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Summit and Conference  
28. The 20th edition of BioAsia 2023 will be hosted by the Government of Telangana   
The 20th edition of BioAsia 2023 will be hosted by the Government of Telangana, the premier event of BioAsia 2023 
for the life sciences and health tech, on February 24-26, 2023. BioAsia 2023‘s logo and theme, “Advancing for ONE: 
Shaping the next generation of humanised healthcare,” have been unveiled by Minister for Industries and Commerce 
KT Rama Rao.  

 
 
29. The fourth edition of India’s Clean Air Summit (ICAS) took place in Bangalore 
The fourth edition of India’s Clean Air Summit (ICAS) took place in Bangalore with global experts. With the help of 
India’s Clean Air Summit, global experts are set to discuss an integrated approach to resolving air pollution and 
increasing climate change. India’s Clean Air Summit will continue till 26th August 2022. The Centre for Air Pollution 
Studies (CAPS) and the Centre for Study of Science, Technology, and Policy (CSTEP), think-tanks have organized the 
summit.  
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Sports News 
30. The Bureau of the FIFA Council has decided to lift the suspension that was imposed on the All India 
Football Federation 
The Bureau of the FIFA Council has decided to lift the suspension that was imposed on the All India Football 
Federation (AIFF) due to undue third-party influence. The decision was taken after FIFA received confirmation that 
the mandate of the committee of administrators that was set up to assume the powers of the AIFF Executive 
Committee had been terminated and that the AIFF administration had regained full control of the AIFF’s daily affairs.  

 
Schemes and Committess News  
31. Transgenders will be brought under the ambit of Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana 
According to the government of India, transgenders will be brought under the ambit of Ayushman Bharat Pradhan 
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB PM-JAY). The National Health Authority (NHA) under Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare and Department of Social Justice and Empowerment has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to 
provide inclusive and composite health package for transgenders under Ayushman Bharat-PMJAY. 
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32. Village Defence Guards Scheme 2022 introduced for the state of Jammu & Kashmir 
Village Defence Guards Scheme 2022 (VDGS-2022), is a programme with a defence component that was only 
recently introduced for the state of Jammu & Kashmir (J&K). The Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav has already started a 
number of initiatives, and this programme was also introduced at that time with the primary objective of enhancing 
security in Jammu’s border regions.  

 
 
Science and Technology News  
33. AirAsia India becomes the first airline to use CAE’s artificial intelligence-powered training 
AirAsia India becomes the first airline to use CAE’s artificial intelligence-powered training system to train 
the airline’s pilots. CAE is the leading provider of pilot training solutions that are based on simulation 
technology. The CAE headquarters are in Canada.  
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Important Days News  
34. Women’s Equality Day will be celebrated on 26th August 2022   
Women’s Equality Day 2022 is celebrated all over the world to celebrate women’s empowerment and equality. This 
year, Women’s Equality Day will be celebrated on 26th August 2022. In 1973, the first Women’s Equality Day was 
celebrated across the world. Women’s Equality Day 2022 theme is “Gender Equality Today for a Sustainable 
Tomorrow”.  

 
 

Miscellaneous News  
35. "Weather Woman Of India" Anna Mani Gets A Google Doodle Tribute 

Anna Mani, Known as the Weather Woman of India, was an Indian Physicist and India’s one of the best 

Scientist. Anna Mani did research, wrote multiple publications, and made advances to the field of 

meteorological instrumentation by measuring solar radiation, ozone, and wind energy. Because of her 

significant contribution to the field of science and research, Anna Mani has earned the title of “Weather Woman 

of India”. Google Doodle on Tuesday, August 23rd celebrates the 104th birth anniversary. 
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