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Hot News of the Week  

1. 17th Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award 2023 announced 

 

27 Indians living overseas have been chosen by the Indian government for the Pravasi Bharatiya Samman 

Awards (PBSA), for outstanding achievements both in India and abroad.  

The award is the highest honour conferred upon Indians living abroad, including Non-Resident Indians 

(NRIs), Persons of Indian Origin (PIOs) or organisations/institutions established and run by them. Since 

2016, the Government of India has doubled the number of awardees each year to 30 after a decision to 

grant the award once every two years.  

The jury that selected the recipients comprised Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar as its chairman and 

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar as its Vice-Chair, among other distinguished dignitaries from different 

fields. 

The awards will be conferred upon the recipients by President Droupadi Murmu during the 17th edition of 

the PBSA, which is scheduled to be held from 8-10 January in Indore, Madhya Pradesh. The first Pravasi 

Bharatiya Divas or Non-Resident Indian Day was celebrated on 9 January 2003. 

Theme of 17th Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award:  

As per the Ministry of External Affairs, the theme for Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 2023 will be “Diaspora: 

Reliable Partners for India's Progress in Amrit Kaal”. This theme highlights the importance of the Indian 

diaspora in contributing to India's progress. 

The term 'amrit kaal' comes from vedic astrology, where 'amrit kaal' is a critical time slot where the gate of 

greater pleasure is opened for the inhuman, angels and human beings. It is considered to be the best and 

and most auspicious time to start any new task. 
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National Affairs  

2. ‘SMART’ program to boost scientific research in healthcare through Ayurveda colleges and hospitals 
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The National Commission for Indian System of Medicine (NCISM) and the Central Council for Research in 

Ayurvedic Sciences (CCRAS), the two prominent institutions under the Ministry of Ayush, Government of 

India for regulating medical education and conducting scientific research respectively, have launched 

‘SMART’ (Scope for Mainstreaming Ayurveda Research in Teaching Professionals) program.  

The program aimed to boost scientific research in priority healthcare research areas through Ayurveda 

colleges and hospitals.  

 

3. GOI is proposing the ban on promotion of Online Betting on the Social Media 

 

 

The Government of India is proposing the ban on promotion of Online Betting on the Social Media 

platforms. The Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 

2021, have recently been recommended for revision by the Central government to control the Indian 

online gaming market. The suggestion was made to protect consumers from any harm that skill-based 

games might cause.  

In a draft change of IT rules, the government proposes self-regulatory organizations for international online 

gaming companies operating in India, but it will not permit betting. The draft online gaming guidelines 

released on Monday included steps to protect consumers from the risk of gaming addiction and financial 

loss as well as user authentication.  

 

4. Supreme Court upheld the Modi government’s 2016 decision to demonetization 

A five-judge Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court upheld the Modi government’s 2016 decision to 

demonetise Rs 500 and Rs 1,000 currency notes, saying the decision was about executive policy and could 
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not be reversed. The court rejected the 58 petitions challenging demonetisation and said the decision-

making process of the government was not flawed.  

 

 

5. Prime Minister Narendra Modi to launch the world's longest river cruise, "Ganga Vilas" 

 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi to launch the world's longest river cruise, "Ganga Vilas" from Varanasi, 

Uttar Pradesh to Dibrugarh, Assam on 13th January 2023. It will make stops at more than 50 significant 

architectural locations including World Heritage Sites, as it will travel through rivers of India and 

Bangladesh. 
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6. India has taken over the leadership of the Asia Pacific Postal Union (APPU) in January 2023 

 

India has taken over the leadership of the Asia Pacific Postal Union (APPU) in January 2023. Dr Vinaya 

Prakash Singh will take over the charge of Secretary General of the Union for a tenure of 4 years. This is the 

result of the elections during the 13th APPU Congress held in August-September 2022.  

There are 32 members in this international organisation from the Asia-Pacific. It is a specific department 

inside the UN. The goal of APPU is to extend, facilitate and improve postal relations between member 

countries and to promote cooperation in the field of postal services. 
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States in the News  

7. Uttarakhand government has decided to abolish the revenue policing system in the state 

 

The Uttarakhand government has decided to abolish the revenue policing system in the state. The Pushkar 

Singh Dhami government has also announced that revenue villages will be brought under the regular 

policing system. Law and order in 1,800 revenue villages of Uttarakhand will now be handled by the state 

police, according to a statement by the Chief Minister’s Office.  

Ankita Bhandari, aged 19 years, was the receptionist at a resort in Uttarakhand’s Pauri district. 

In September, her body was recovered from a canal. Her post-mortem report revealed that she died 

because of suffocation and drowning in water. 

During the investigation, it was found that Ankita had reportedly refused to provide ‘special service’ to a 

VIP guest at the resort owned by Pulkit Arya, the son of now-expelled BJP leader Vinod Arya. 

 

8. Greenfield International Airport at Goa's Mopa is named as Manohar International Airport 

 

The Union Cabinet has approved the naming of Greenfield International Airport at Goa's Mopa as Manohar 

International Airport after former Defence Minister and Goa Chief Minister Manohar Parrikar. The airport 

was inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in December 2022 at Mopa Goa. The airport will be 

named after the late Manohar Parrikar to honor his contribution to building modern Goa.  
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9. Himachal Pradesh CM announced to set up of Rs 101 crore CM's Sukhashraya Sahayata Kosh for the 

destitute 

 

Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu announced to set up of Rs 101 crore CM's 

Sukhashraya Sahayata Kosh for the destitute in the state would provide the facility of higher education to 

needy children and destitute women. 

Chief Minister of Himachal Pradesh informed that 40 Congress MLAs agreed to contribute Rs one lakh each 

from their first salary for the fund and also requested the MLAs from BJP and other parties to contribute.  

He said that through this fund beside bearing the  educational expenses, the government would also 

provide Rs 4,000 monthly pocket money to the destitute children and women pursuing higher education. 

 

10. Octave 2023 festival to showcase the indigenous art and culture of Northeast India 

 

Octave 2023 is a festival being held under the aegis of the South Zone Culture Centre, Thanjavur, Tamil 

Nadu to showcase the indigenous art and culture of Northeast India. Octave 2023 was inaugurated by 

Tamil Nadu Governor R N Ravi.  
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The Governor of Tamil Nadu said that the perspective of the nation towards the Northeast has changed 

with the passage of time and the state have involved in the growth stories of India. The Northeast is 

moving towards development and advancement and is bubbling with capacities and aspirations. 

 

 

11. West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee launched a new campaign "Didi'r Surakha Kavach" 

 

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee launched a new campaign "Didi'r Surakha Kavach" for her 

party, Trinamool Congress  to ensure safety for all. The campaign "Didi'r Surakha Kavach" ahead of the 

panchayat polls due in April. The "Didi'r Surakha Kavach" will begin on 10th January 2023.  
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12. Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan has inaugurated the Palm leaf Manuscript Museum 

 

Kerala Chief Minister(CM) Pinarayi Vijayan has inaugurated the Palm leaf Manuscript Museum with 

modern audio-visual technology at the renovated Central Archives, Fort area in Thiruvananthapuram, 

Kerala. The Museum, promoted as “World’s First Palm-Leaf Manuscript Museum” was set up by the 

Archives Department in association with the Kerala Museum of History and Heritage at a cost of Rs 3 crore.  
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International Affairs  

13. China has appointed Qin Gang to be its new foreign minister 

 

China has appointed Qin Gang, its ambassador to the United States and a trusted aide of President Xi 

Jinping, to be its new foreign minister, as Beijing and Washington seek to stabilize rocky relations. This 

decision was made by the 13th National People's Congress (NPC) Standing Committee. Qin, 56, replaces 

Wang Yi, who has been foreign minister for the past decade.  

 

14. India and Pakistan exchanged lists of nuclear installations that cannot be attacked in the event of 

hostilities 

 

India and Pakistan exchanged lists of nuclear installations that cannot be attacked in the event of 

hostilities, maintaining a tradition dating back to 1992 despite bilateral ties being at an all-time low. The 

two sides further exchanged lists of prisoners held in each other’s jails, and the Indian side sought the early 

release and repatriation of civilian prisoners, missing defence personnel and fishermen, along with their 

boats, from Pakistan’s custody.  
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15. 10th edition of Dhaka Lit Fest the largest international literary festival held in Bangladesh 

 

The 10th edition of Dhaka Lit Fest (DLF), the largest international literary festival in Bangladesh, which was 

postponed three years in a row owing to the Covid-19 pandemic, is scheduled for January 5-8, 2023. The 

Bangla Academy in Dhaka's historic grounds will serve as the venue for the event.  

 

16. Indian government identified two lithium mines and one copper mine in Argentina 

 

The Indian government has proclaimed that they have identified two lithium mines and one copper mine in 

Argentina and they are moving forward to acquiring it or taking long term lease. The government of India 

said that they had sent a team of geologists to Argentina to assess and find potential lithium deposits in 

the month of November 2022. They have been able to identify a possible source of lithium and copper 

deposits in the south American country.  
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Agreements Or MoU’s  

17. FIH has signed a partnership with the JSW Group for the upcoming FIH Odisha Hockey Men’s World 

Cup 2023 

 

The International Hockey Federation (FIH) has signed a partnership with the JSW Group for the upcoming 

FIH Odisha Hockey Men’s World Cup 2023 Bhubaneswar-Rourkela, which will kick-off later this month.  

The group supports and promotes Olympics in India and has created an Olympic Training Institute in the 

Inspire Institute of Sport as well as has Olympic training centres across the country. The 15th edition of 

FIH’s flagship event for men will be played from 13 January to 29 January in Odisha, India.  

 

Books & Authors  

18. Former IAS officer authored a new book titled “Breaking Barriers: the Story of a Dalit Chief 

Secretary”  

 

Former IAS officer Kaki Madhava Rao has authored a new book titled “Breaking Barriers: the Story of a 

Dalit Chief Secretary” which addresses the details about the dynamics of civil services at the ground level 

and also fills the gap in the knowledge about micro policies and governance.  

The book is published by Emesco Books Private Limited. K Madhava Rao is a 1962 batch Indian 

Administrative Service (IAS) officer, who retired as Chief Secretary of Andhra Pradesh (AP). 
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19. Shashi Tharoor’s latest book “Ambedkar: A Life” was recently launched at the Kitaab Kolkata event 

 

Parliamentarian and author, Shashi Tharoor’s latest book “Ambedkar: A Life” was recently launched at the 

Kitaab Kolkata event. In this new biography, Tharoor tells Ambedkar’s story with great lucidity, insight, and 

admiration. He traces the arc of the great man’s life from his birth into a family of Mahars in the Bombay 

Presidency on 14 April 1891 to his death in Delhi on 6 December 1956.  

 

Banking / Economy / Business News  

20. ‘Utkarsh 2.0’ – was launched by Shri Shaktikanta Das, Governor, RBI 

 

The Reserve Bank of India’s Medium-term Strategy Framework for the period 2023-2025 – ‘Utkarsh 2.0’ – 

was launched by Shri Shaktikanta Das, Governor, RBI. The first strategy framework (Utkarsh 2022) covering 

the period 2019-2022 was launched in July 2019. It became a medium-term strategy document guiding the 

Bank’s progress towards realisation of the identified milestones. Utkarsh 2.0 would allow the central bank 

to both react and act proactively to confront socio-economic challenges.  
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21. The net profit of operating PSEs jumped 50.87 per cent to ₹ 2.49 lakh crore during 2021-22 

 

The net profit of operating public sector enterprises jumped 50.87 per cent to ₹ 2.49 lakh crore during 

2021-22, with ONGC, Indian Oil Corp, Power Grid, NTPC and SAIL emerging as the top five performers. The 

net profit of operating central public sector enterprises (CPSEs) stood at ₹ 1.65 lakh crore in the previous 

fiscal.  

 

22. The fifth volume of the Reserve Bank of India’s history is released 

 

The fifth volume of the Reserve Bank of India’s history is released. This volume encompasses the 11-year 

period from 1997 to 2008. With this volume, the history of the Reserve Bank of India is now updated up to 

2008. The Reserve Bank had initiated the process of preparation of this volume in 2015 under the guidance 

of an Advisory Committee chaired by Dr. Narendra Jadhav, former Member of Parliament and former 

Principal Adviser & Chief Economist of the Reserve Bank.  
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23. Axis Bank has partnered with OPEN to provide a digital current account journey for its customers 

 

Axis Bank has partnered with OPEN to provide a fully native digital current account journey for its 

customers including SMEs (small and medium enterprises), freelancers, homepreneurs, influencers and 

more. This has been the bank’s first-ever partnership with a fintech player to launch a fully digital current 

account. Using this account, customers can avail 250+ banking services and claim up to 50 per cent 

cashback through grab-deals.  

 

24. India has surpassed Japan in terms of auto sales last year to become the third-largest auto market 

globally 

 

In a major development, India has surpassed Japan in terms of auto sales last year to become the third-

largest auto market globally for the first time. India’s total sales of new vehicles stood at around 4.25 

million units, based on preliminary results, topping the 4.2 million sold in Japan.  
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25. GoldenPi Tech become the first online bond platform provider to receive a debt brokerage license 

from Sebi 

 

Zerodha-backed GoldenPi Technologies has become the first online bond platform provider to receive a 

debt brokerage license from market regulator Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi). The 

Bengaluru-based fintech firm expects this development to spur greater trust in online bonds and 

debentures investment space.  

 

Appointments & Resignations 

26. Folk singer Maithili Thakur was appointed the state icon for Bihar by the Election Commission 

 

Folk singer Maithili Thakur was appointed the state icon for Bihar by the Election Commission. The singer 

will create awareness among the voters for their participation in the electoral process.  

This recognition will give her (Maithili) more impetus to spread Bihar's folk music across continents and 

generate awareness about the importance of participating in the electoral process.  
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27. Ajay Kumar Srivastava has been elevated as MD and CEO of Indian Overseas Bank 

 

Ajay Kumar Srivastava has been elevated as Managing Director and CEO of Indian Overseas Bank with 

effect from January 1, 2023 from his current posting as executive director. He started his banking career as 

a probationary officer in 1991 with Allahabad Bank where he worked in various capacities in different parts 

of the country.  

 

Defence News  

28. Defence Ministry has started the process for the procurement of 100 more K9-Vajra  

 

The Defence Ministry has started the process for the procurement of 100 more K9-Vajra tracked self-

propelled howitzers which are built in India by Larsen & Toubro (L&T) using technology transferred from 

South Korean defence major Hanwha Defence.  
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Awards & Recognition  

29. Odisha won the UN-Habitat's World Habitat Awards 2023 for Jaga Mission 

 

Odisha won the UN-Habitat's World Habitat Awards 2023 for Jaga Mission, a 5T initiative of the state 

(Team work, technology, transparency, transformation and time limit). The awards recognise and highlight 

innovative, outstanding and revolutionary housing ideas, projects and programmes from across the world. 

The Jaga mission is the land titling and slum upgrading program that aims at empowering the lives of slum 

dwellers.  

 

Summits & Conferences  

30. First G-20 meeting will be held in Puducherry on 31st January 

 

Puducherry Lieutenant governor Dr. Tamilisai Soundararajan said that the first G-20 meeting will be held in 

Puducherry on 31st January. The G20 logo for the meeting was released by Lieutenant Governor Dr. 

Tamilisai Soundararajan at a function held at Beach Road Gandhi Tidal.  

Dr. Tamilisai thanked Prime Minister Narendra Modi for giving all the states the opportunity to host the G-

20 meetings. She released stickers, posters and badges and also inaugurated a selfie booth in the presence 

of Chief Minister Rengasamy.  
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Ranks & Reports  

31. According to a survey by Avtar, Chennai is India's top city for women's employment 

 

According to a survey by Avtar, a company that specializes in workplace inclusion, Chennai is India's top 

city for women's employment. Pune, Bengaluru, Hyderabad, and Mumbai are the next best cities for 

women's employment.  

 

Sports News  

32. BCCI announced that Yo-Yo Test and Dexa will be a part of the selection criteria 

 

The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) announced that Yo-Yo Test and Dexa will be a part of the 

selection criteria. BCCI has also discussed the player’s availability, workload management, and fitness 

parameters in the team review meeting along with the roadmap of the ICC Cricket World Cup 2023. ICC 

Cricket World Cup is scheduled in October and November, and it is to be hosted by India.  
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33. Australia’s Belinda Clark has become the first female cricketer to have a statue cast in her honour 

 

Australia’s Belinda Clark has become the first female cricketer to have a statue cast in her honour, a bronze 

sculpture of the trailblazing former captain unveiled outside Sydney Cricket Ground.  

Clark played 15 tests and over 100 limited overs matches between 1991-2005, and became the first 

cricketer to score a double-hundred in one-day internationals when she made an unbeaten 229 against 

Denmark in 1997.  
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34. Odisha CM inaugurated one of the largest hockey stadiums in India in Rourkela 

 

Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik on Thursday inaugurated one of the largest hockey stadiums in India 

in Rourkela ahead of the Men’s Hockey World Cup 2023. Built at an estimated cost of ₹261 crore, the 

stadium, located in Sundargarh district, has been christened as Birsa Munda Hockey Stadium Complex. It 

has been built in 50 acres in a record 15 months-time with a seating capacity of 20,000. The stadium also 

has practice centres adjacent to it with certified turfs and lighting. The State has also built a World Cup 

village, which has 225 rooms to house the players and officials, within nine months.  

 

Schemes & Committess  

35. Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihood Mission has launched the Prajjwala 

Challenge 

 

The Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihood Mission (DAY-NRLM) has launched the 

Prajjwala Challenge. The Prajjwala Challenge has been launched to invite ideas, solutions, and actions that 

can transform rural development.  
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It will provide a platform where ideas are invited from individuals, social enterprises, start-ups, the private 

sector, civil society, community-based organizations, academic institutions, incubation centers, investors, 

etc having the potential to transform the rural economy.  

 

36. Scheme worth more than Rs 2,500 crore for Doordarshan and All India Radio 

 

Prasar Bharati’s broadcast infrastructure and network, the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) 

approved a scheme worth more than Rs 2,500 crore for Doordarshan and All India Radio. Under the 

scheme, eight lakh DD Free Dish DTH set top boxes (STBs) will also be distributed to people living in 

remote, tribal, LWE, border areas and ‘aspirational’ districts.  

 

37. The second phase of the Sari Festival "VIRAASAT” begin from 3rd to 17th January 2023 
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The second phase of the Sari Festival "VIRAASAT"-Celebrating 75 handwoven Saris of India will begin from 

3rd to 17th January 2023 at Handloom Haat, Janpath, New Delhi. The Sari Festival VIRAASAT is organized 

by the Ministry of Textile. In the second stage phase, there are 90 participants from different parts of the 

country. 

The first phase of VIRAASAT took place from December 16 to 30, 2022, and was inaugurated by the 

Honorable Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, along with the Honorable Minister of State Darshana 

Jardosh and other women parliamentarians. 

A social media campaign has also been launched under a common hashtag #MySariMyPride to support the 

Indian handloom weavers. 

In the first phase of VIRAASAT, there were 70 participants.  

 

Science & Technology  

38. Rushikonda beach in Vishakapatnam have become a danger to the beach visitors 

 

Indian Space and Research Organization (ISRO), National Centre for Earth Sciences (NCES), and the Andhra 

University (AU) have researched and concluded that constant rip current zones at blue flag-certified 

Rushikonda beach and RK Beach have become a danger to the beach visitors. Between 2012 to 2022, over 

200 people drowned in the sea at various beaches in and around Visakhapatnam and 60 percent of deaths 

occurred in RK Beach.  

A rip current is a strong flow of water running from a beach back to the open ocean, sea, or lake.  
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39. Government of India sponsored the proposal for International Year of Millets (IYM) 2023 at UN 

 

The Government of India sponsored the proposal for International Year of Millets (IYM) 2023 which was 

accepted by the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA). The declaration has been instrumental for the 

Government of India to be at the forefront in celebrating the IYM.  

PM Narendra Modi has also shared his vision to make IYM 2023 a ‘People’s Movement’ alongside 

positioning India as the ‘Global Hub for Millets’.  

 

Miscellaneous News  

40. India's first underwater metro service in Kolkata to be completed by December 2023 

 

India's first underwater metro service, The Kolkata Metro Rail Corporation (KMRC) said that the East-West 

Metro Corridor project, is expected to be completed by December 2023. With this, another feather is being 

added to the crown of Kolkata Metro, the first metro railway in the country. Kolkata Metro, which started 

its journey in 1984, is being expanded to cover the whole city and its outskirts. The underwater metro, 

which will be running through the Hoogly river will connect the twin cities of Howrah and Kolkata.  


