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Hot News of the Week  
 
1. 15th President of India: Draupadi Murmu 
Daughter of a tribal family coming from a very ordinary house in Odisha, Draupadi Murmu has been elected as the 

15th President of India. The 2022 Indian Presidential Election was the 16th presidential election that was held in 

India on the 18th of July 2022. Murmu becomes India’s first woman tribal president. She also becomes the second 

woman to hold the post after Pratibha Patil. The tenure of incumbent president Ram Nath Kovind will end on 24 July.  

 

Important points of the presidential election 2022:  

•  The counting of votes has started to elect India’s new president. Out of a total of 771 MPs entitled to vote 

(05 vacant) and a total of 4,025 MLAs entitled to vote (06 vacant and 02 disqualified), over 99 per cent cast 

their votes.  

•  However, 100% voting by MLAs was reported from Chhattisgarh, Goa, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Kerala, 

Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Manipur, Mizoram, Puducherry, Sikkim and Tamil Nadu.”  

•  The counting of votes takes place in room number 63 of the Parliament of India which is also the 

strongroom for the boxes that arrived from all state capitals and Union Territories having a legislature.  

Interesting points about Droupadi Murmu:  

•  The 64-year-old Droupadi Murmu was born in Odisha’s Mayurbhanj district to a family belonging to the 

Santhal tribe.  

•  Santhals, also spelt as Santals, are the third largest scheduled tribe community in India after the Gonds and 

Bhils. Their population is mostly distributed in Odisha, Jharkhand and West Bengal.  

•  Murmu is the second person belonging to a scheduled tribe, to be nominated as a candidate for the post of 

President of India.  

•  She served as the ninth Governor of Jharkhand from 2015 to 2021.  

• As a member of the BJP, she was elected to the state assembly twice – in 2000 and in 2009 – from the 

Rairangpur seat. 
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About the Santhals tribes:  

• The Santhals are also credited for taking on the force of the East India Company through the Santal Hul 

(revolution) of 1855-56. The anguished Santhals formed their own troops which included farmers and 

marched against their oppressors. They destroyed the postal communications along with the rail lines and 

burgled and vandalised storehouses and warehouses. When the British was made aware of the situation, 

they sent the military to gun down the Santhals.  

• As per the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes Research and Training Institute (SCSTRTI), Bhubaneswar, 

the word ‘Santhal’ is derived from two words; ‘Santha’ meaning calm and peaceful and ‘ala’ meaning man. 

The SCSTRTI says that the Santhals led a nomadic life in the past but then settled in the Chhotanagpur 

plateau. Towards the end of the 18th century, they migrated to the Santhal Parganas of Bihar and then they 

came to Odisha.  

 

National Affairs  
2. Varanasi is first “Cultural and Tourism Capital” of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 
The holy city of Varanasi showcasing India’s culture and traditions over the ages will be declared the first “Cultural 
and Tourism Capital” of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation. Varanasi will become the “Cultural and Tourism 
Capital” of the SCO for 2022-23 under a new rotating initiative by the eight-member organisation to promote people-
to-people contacts and tourism among the member states.  

 
3. Jagriti is a mascot created by the DoCA with the goal of empowering customers 
Jagriti is a mascot created by the Department of Consumer Affairs (DoCA) with the goal of empowering customers 
and raising awareness of their rights. Jagriti will be shown as an educated consumer who is advocating for her rights 
and finding answers to the issues she encounters.  DoCA is integrating the Jagriti Mascot to its consumer awareness 
campaign. In all of its media campaigns, the Jagriti mascot and slogan Jago Grahak Jago (wake up consumer, be 
aware) must be displayed. 
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4. A platform for Mobile Electric Charging, and Phy-gital a platform for fintech 
At the Fueling India 2022 event in Mumbai, Union Minister of Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises 
(MSME) Narayan Rane introduced Repos Pay, a platform for Mobile Electric Charging, and Phy-gital a platform for 
fintech. On the Repos Pay platform, users can order mobile electric charging vehicles and use them to charge their 
cars. A Fintech platform called Phy-gital will use technology to enable consumers to use credit to fuel purchases (Buy 
Now Pay Later). Fuel-on-credit options for large users will be facilitated through the energy fintech platform. 

 
 
5. Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment began Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan 
To address the issue of drug abuse among Indian youth, the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment began 
implementing Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan in the 272 most susceptible districts in August 2020. The National 
Survey of Extent, Pattern and Trends of Substance Use conducted in 2004 and the Comprehensive National Survey 
on Extent and Pattern of Substance Use in India conducted in 2018 both show a change in the pattern of substance 
abuse, according to Minister of State for Social Justice and Empowerment A. Narayanaswamy.  

 
 
6. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has unveiled Varuna, India’s first passenger drone 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has unveiled Varuna, India’s first passenger drone. PM Modi is seen watching the 
demonstration of the drone. Prime Minister Narendra Modi asserted that the current government has ensured last-
mile delivery of services with the help of technology, including drones. The Prime Minister was there to address 
the Naval Innovation and Indigenisation Organisation (NIIO) seminar ‘Swavlamban’ which took place at Dr 
Ambedkar International Centre in New Delhi.  
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States in the News  
7. Kerala is now the first and only state in the country to have its own internet service 
Kerala is now the first and only state in the country to have its own internet service, according to Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan, who made the announcement. The announcement followed the Department of 
Telecommunications’ granting of an Internet Service Provider (ISP) licence to the IT infrastructure project of the 
Kerala Fiber Optic Network Ltd (K-Fon), which aims to provide everyone in the state access to the internet.  

 
 
8. Telangana government and UNDP collaborate on the DiCRA  
Data in Climate Resilient Agriculture (DiCRA), the newest entry in the Digital Public Goods Registry, was announced 
by the Telangana State government in collaboration with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). The 
platform, which uses artificial intelligence to power it, aims to improve food security and food 
systems. DiCRA becoming a digital public good, according to IT Minister KT Rama Rao, is a significant step in our 
commitment to open data policy, service delivery to farmers, and anticipatory governance to address the world 
problem of food security.  
Climate change has multiple effects on agriculture, impacting crop output, nutrient quality, and livestock 
productivity. DiCRA can distinguish between farms that are highly vulnerable to climate change and those that are 
climate change-resilient using remote sensing and pattern identification algorithms. 

 
 
9. Rajasthan introduces the first digital Lok Adalat in India 
During the 18th All India Legal Services Authorities’ convention, which was held here, National Legal Services 
Authority Chairman Uday Umesh Lalit unveiled the first digital Lok Adalat driven by artificial intelligence. 
Rajasthan State Legal Services Authority’s (RSLSA) digital Lok Adalat was created by Jupitice Justice Technologies, 
the organization’s technological partner. 
India’s increasing litigation backlog has recently made attention, particularly during the pandemic when courts were 
temporarily halted. 
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10. Assam and Arunachal Pradesh have taken a step toward signing the Namsai Declaration 
According to the chief ministers of both states, Assam and Arunachal Pradesh have taken a step toward settling their 
seven-decade-old boundary dispute by signing the Namsai Declaration. Following their third round of discussions on 
the matter, the Arunachal Pradesh chief minister Pema Khandu and his Assam colleague Himanta Biswa Sarma 
signed the declaration in Namsai.  
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11. Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma has launched ‘Swanirbhar Naari’, scheme 
Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma has launched ‘Swanirbhar Naari’, a scheme to empower indigenous 
weavers in Assam’s Guwahati. The state government will procure handloom items directly from indigenous weavers 
via a web portal under the scheme. The scheme will help in preserving the heritage of handlooms and textiles in the 
state.  

 
 
12. Himachal Pradesh registered vehicles can be tracked anywhere in the country through VLTD 
Himachal Pradesh has become the first state in the country to connect all registered commercial vehicles equipped 
with Vehicle Location Tracking Device (VLTD) with Emergency Response Support System (ERSS). Now, these 
vehicles can be tracked anywhere in the country through VLTD.  

 
 

International Affairs  
13. The British government has launched an “Aviation Passenger Charter” 
The British government has launched an “Aviation Passenger Charter” to help passengers know their rights if they 
are faced with problems at airports after the widespread disruption seen this year. The new charter will help 
passengers know what to do if they are confronted by cancellations, delays or missing baggage.  
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14. Ranil Wickremesinghe has been elected as the 9th President of Srilanka 
Veteran Sri Lankan politician and six-time Prime Minister, Ranil Wickremesinghe has been elected as the 9th 
President of the Island nation by the Parliament. He secured 134 votes in the presidential election by the 225-
member parliament.  

 
 
15. Dinesh Gunawardena has been appointed as the new and 15th Prime Minister of Sri Lanka 
Senior politician, Dinesh Gunawardena has been appointed as the new and 15th Prime Minister of Sri Lanka, by 
President Ranil Wickremesinghe. He succeeds former prime minister Ranil Wickremesinghe, who has been sworn in 
as the country’s 9th president. Gunawardena, parliamentarian of the Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP) party, 
took his oath in the capital Colombo in the presence of other senior legislators.  

 
 
 
 

Agreements/MoUs Signed  
16. Reserve Bank of India and Bank Indonesia signed MoU to increase collaboration in payment systems 
An agreement was reached between the Reserve Bank of India and Bank Indonesia to increase collaboration in 
payment systems, digital financial innovation, anti-money laundering, and countering the funding of terrorism (AML-
CFT).  
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17. A MoU between India and Namibia aims to bring back cheetahs 
A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Namibia aims to bring back cheetahs to the country 
after nearly seven decades. The first eight cheetahs are expected to arrive in Madhya Pradesh’s Kuno National Park 
by August 15. Separately, India is anticipated to receive 12 cheetahs from South Africa; a draught deal has already 
been signed, and a final one is forthcoming, according to authorities with knowledge of the situation.  

 
 
Banking/Economy/Business News  
18. Kotak Mahindra Bank’s technical integration with the new income tax e-filing system 
Kotak Mahindra Bank has announced the completion of its technical integration with the new income tax e-filing 
system. According to a statement from the lender, Kotak Mahindra Bank clients can now pay their direct taxes online 
through the e-pay tax page of the portal using Kotak net banking or in person at a branch. For its clients, this will 
make the tax payment procedure quick, easy, and convenient.  

 
 
19. OneCard, a mobile-first credit card company, raised $100 million 
OneCard, a mobile-first credit card company, raised $100 million in a series D round of funding backed by Temasek, 
making it the 104th unicorn in India. India has created more than 20 financial unicorns so far in 2022, including 
OneCard, Open, Oxyzo, and Yubi (formerly CredAvenue). Existing investors including QED, Sequoia Capital, and 
Hummigbird Ventures also made investments in OneCard‘s most recent round, which is owned by FPL Technologies 
of Pune.  
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20. BCG and JSW Steel have worked together on a decarbonization and sustainability strategy 
Boston Consulting Group (BCG) and JSW Steel have worked together on a decarbonization and sustainability 
strategy. In order to help JSW Steel on its path to being a net-zero carbon emitter, BCG will make use of its unique 
CO2 AI platform as well as its top-tier digital and analytics skills.  

 
 
21. RBI imposed a number of limitations on Mumbai-based Raigad Sahakari Bank 
Due to the lender’s worsening financial situation, the RBI imposed a number of limitations on Mumbai-based Raigad 
Sahakari Bank, including a withdrawal cap of Rs 15,000 per customer. The cooperative bank is subject to a number 
of restrictions, including the inability to issue loans, make any investments, or take new deposits without RBI‘s prior 
approval.  

 
 
 
22. L&T Technology Services to publicly indicate interest in the government’s 5G networks spectrum 
The first IT company to publicly indicate interest in the government’s direct distribution of spectrum for exclusive 
5G networks is L&T Technology Services. According to CEO Amit Chadha, it will acquire spectrum to set up a 5G 
private network and develop use cases for the technology. In addition, the engineering and research and 
development services company will roll out 5G solutions for parent company Larsen & Toubro globally.  
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23. Go Digit General Insurance is the first insurer to offer a ‘pay as you drive’ 
Go Digit General Insurance is the first insurer to offer a ‘pay as you drive’ (PAYD) add-on feature for motor insurance 
own damage (OD) policies. The Insurance has launched an add-on feature for motor insurance Own Damage policies, 
named ‘Pay as you Drive’. Vehicle-owners can purchase this benefit as part of comprehensive coverage, along with 
motor own damage (OD) policies.  

 
 
24. Govt  has designated “zero coupon zero principal instruments” as securities 
The government has designated “zero coupon zero principal instruments” as securities in preparation for the 
creation of a social stock exchange. A Not for Profit Organization (NPO) that will be registered with the social stock 
exchange segment of a recognised stock exchange will issue a zero coupon, zero principal instrument. According to a 
formal announcement released on Friday, the Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) will establish the laws 
that would apply to these instruments.  
But with this new financial instrument, when an entity issues these securities and raises money, it is not a loan but a 
donation. So, the borrowing entity does not have to pay interest—therefore zero coupon—and it does not have to 
pay the principal (zero principal) either. 

 
 
 

Appointments/Resignations  
25. West Bengal Governor, Jagdeep Dhankhar as the NDA’s vice-presidential candidate 

The BJP has announced West Bengal Governor, Jagdeep Dhankhar as the NDA’s vice-presidential 
candidate, with party chief J P Nadda lauding him as a “Kisan Putra (farmer’s son)” who had established 
himself as “a people’s governor”.  
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26. Govt has appointed, Jayanti Prasad as a Whole-time Member of the IBBI for 5 years 
The Central Government has appointed, Jayanti Prasad as a Whole-time Member of the Insolvency and 
Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) for five years. This period of five years will be counted from the date of 
assumption of charge of the post i.e July 5, 2022, or up to the age of 65 years, whichever is the earliest, 
according to an executive order issued by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA).  

 
 
 
 
 
Defence News  
27. ITBP established its first mountain warfare training facility in northeast India 
As part of its mission to train its troops in high-altitude combat and survival techniques, the Indo-Tibetan Border 
Police (ITBP), which is tasked with securing the Line of Actual Control with China, has established its first mountain 
warfare training facility in northeast India and its second overall. The facility was built nearly 50 years after the 
founding of the first institution of its kind, the Mountaineering and Skiing Institute (M&SI), which opened in Auli, 
near Joshimath, in 1973–74.  

 
 
Awards and Recognitions  
28. NAARM has bagged the Sardar Patel Outstanding ICAR Institute Award 2021 
The National Academy of Agricultural Research Management (NAARM), Hyderabad has bagged the Sardar 
Patel Outstanding ICAR Institute Award 2021 (in the Large Institute Category) for its overall performance.  
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Summit and Conference  
29. 13th Petersberg Climate Dialogue began in Berlin, Germany 
The 13th Petersberg Climate Dialogue began in Berlin, Germany. The two-day informal ministerial meet is being 
chaired by Germany and Egypt, hosts of this year’s annual climate meet (COP-27). The informal ministerial meeting 
proposes to build consensus and provide political direction to resolve divergences aimed at improving the 
implementation of climate action, the core goal of COP-27.  
This year's Conference of the Parties (COP 27) will take place in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt from 7-18 November. 

 
 
Ranks and Reports  
30. Tamil Nadu tops the list of states under the government’s flagship Smart City Mission 
Tamil Nadu tops the list of states so far as utilisation of funds under the government’s flagship Smart City 
Mission is concerned. While Tamil Nadu has spent over Rs 3932 crore out of the Rs 4333 crore released by 
the Centre, Uttar Pradesh is in the second position with the utilisation of Rs 2699 cr out of the Central 
share release of Rs 3142 crore. As on 8 July 2022, the Centre has released Rs 30,751.41 crore for 100 
Smart Cities, out of which Rs 27,610.34 crore (90%) has been utilised.  

 
 
31. India was the top recipient country for remittances inflows in 2021 
India was the top recipient country for remittances inflows in 2021, in current US dollars, among the low 
and middle-income countries, according to a report released by World Health Organisation. India received 
remittances worth US$ 87 billion in 2021, as per the “first World report on the health of refugees and 
migrants”.  
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32. India has among the lowest R&D expenditures worldwide 
According to a report by the government think tank NITI Aayog and the Institute for Competitiveness, 
India has among of the lowest R&D expenditures worldwide. In fact, R&D spending in India has decreased, 
falling from 0.8 percent of GDP in 2008-09 to 0.7 percent in 2017-18. According to data, India has a lower 
GERD (Gross Expenditure on R&D) than the other BRICS countries. Spending amounts for Brazil, Russia, 
China, and South Africa are respectively 1.2 percent, 1.1 percent, over 2 percent, and 0.8 percent. Around 
1.8 percent is the global average.  

 
 
Sports News  
33. 2028 Summer Olympic and Paralympic Games will be hosted in Los Angeles, United States 
The 2028 Summer Olympic and Paralympic Games will be hosted in Los Angeles, United States. The opening 
ceremony for the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics will take place on July 14, 2028, and continue till July 30.  

 
 
Schemes and Committess News  
34. Five years of the Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana Yojana are now complete 
The five years of the Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana Yojana are now complete. 21 July, 2017 marked the official 
launch of the programme. The programme is a social security programme for the elderly that aims to provide them 
with a guaranteed minimum pension based on a guaranteed return on the purchase price or subscription fee.  
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Science and Technology News  
35. Human Space Flight Expo at Jawaharlal Nehru Planetarium in Bengaluru 
Indian Space Research Organisation, ISRO Chairman S Somnath along with other senior scientists 
inaugurated the Human Space Flight Expo at Jawaharlal Nehru Planetarium in Bengaluru to commemorate 
the Azadi ki Amrit Mahotsav. ISRO is embarking on its maiden unmanned mission Gaganyaan soon and the 
exhibition showcased the crew module, GSLV Mark III human-rated launch vehicle and crew escape 
systems.  
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