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Hot News of the Week  

1. Nation Celebrates National Youth Day On January 12 

 

National Youth Day is celebrated every year on January 12 to mark the 160th birth anniversary of Swami 

Vivekananda. Every year on this occasion, the government organises National Youth Festival in 

collaboration with one state willing to host from January 12 to January 16.  

This year Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurate the festival on January 12 in Huballi, Karnataka.  

The basic objective of National Youth Day is to bring the youth of the country together in an attempt to 

showcase their talents in various activities to cover almost all socio-cultural aspects of life, providing an 

opportunity to amateur young artists to express themselves and interact with fellow artists and to further 

learn the new art forms from experts of various disciplines.  

Theme of National Youth Festival  

The Centre said the festival is held to provide exposure to youths at a national level and this year's theme 

for the four-day programme is “Viksit Yuva – Viksit Bharat (Developed Youth – Developed India)”.  

This year host state of National Youth Festival  

This year the festival is being organized by the Union Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports in collaboration 

with the Karnataka. The event will be held from January 12 to January 16, 2023, at Hubballi- Dharwad, 

Karnataka. More than 30,000 youth will attend the inaugural function where the Prime Minister will share 

his vision with them. 
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During this unique five-day event, over 7500 youth delegates from all over India, recognized and leaders in 

their own field of activity, get together to engage in different learning activities. 

History of National Youth Day  

In the year 1985, the government had declared the birth anniversary of Swami Vivekananda, January 12, as 

'National Youth Day'. Since then, all the centres of Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission have been 

celebrating the occasion through various programmes.  

About Swami Vivekananda  

1. Swami Vivekananda, born Narendranath Datta on January 12, 1863, was a disciple of Sri 19th-

century Indian mystic Ramakrishna Paramhansa. He went on to become a key figure in the 

introduction of the Indian darsanas (teachings, practices) of Vedanta and Yoga to the Western 

world and was credited with raising interfaith awareness.  

2. Vivekanand was highly regarded as a major force in the contemporary Hindu reform movements in 

India and contributed to the concept of nationalism in colonial India.  

3. Famous for his famous speech in Parliament of World’s Religions in Chicago, 1893, he focused on 

channelling the energy of the youth.  

4. As his teachings and practices had a huge influence on the youth, the Government of India in 1984 

declared January 12 day as National Youth Day.  
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National Affairs  

2. Prime Minister has launched the government’s Aspirational Block Programme 

 

Prime Minister has launched the government’s Aspirational Block Programme (ABP), which is aimed at 

improving the performance of blocks lagging on various development parameters.  

The Aspirational Blocks Programme is on the lines of the Aspirational District Programme that was 

launched in 2018 and covers 112 districts across the country  to improve the living standards of people in 

aspirational districts. The ABP was launched during the 2nd National Conference of Chief Secretaries, 

which was held on January 5-7. 

 

 



CV ACADEMY - General Awareness January 2nd Week 2023 

4 
 

 

3. 28th edition of Saarang, India's largest student-run festival begins at IIT Madras 

 

The 28th edition of Saarang, India's largest student-run festival begins at IIT Madras. Saarang 2023 will 

feature more than 100 events with participation from 500 colleges across the country. It is expected to see 

over 80,000 people at the festival. The fest will be held from 11th to 15th January 2023. The theme of this 

year's Saarang edition is 'Mystic Hues'.  

The five-day fest will feature the Institute’s many cultural clubs, ranging from oratory and comedy to fine 

arts and writing and the nascent culinary arts club.  

 

4. Union Home Minister inaugurated a 120-foot-tall statue of a polo player riding a polo in Manipur 
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Union Home Minister Amit Shah inaugurated a 120-foot-tall statue of a polo player riding a polo at Marjing 

Polo Complex in Imphal, Manipur. Manipur is known as the birthplace of the game polo. Chief Minister of 

Manipur N Biren Singh was also present during the inauguration ceremony and gave a polo mallet and a 

painting of the game to Home Minister Amit Shah. 

Polo's origins in Manipur can be traced to around 3100 BC, when it was played as Sagol Kangjei. 

 

 

5. Union Home Minister inaugurated the 'Jai Hindi' Light and Sound Show at Red Fort 
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Union Home Minister Amit Shah inaugurated the 'Jai Hindi' Light and Sound Show at Red Fort, in New 

Delhi. The show will include a Mathrubhumi Show, in which India's history of thousands of years has been 

integrated.  

The show will be for one hour and it is divided into three parts. It will highlight the rise of the Marathas, 

the war of Independence in 1857, the rise of the Indian National Army and INA trials, and the fight for 

Independence  

  

6. 'Sur Sarita'-Symphony of Ganga‘ program on the launch event of the world's longest river cruise 

 

The Ministry of Culture has organized a grand curtain raiser cultural program 'Sur Sarita'-Symphony of 

Ganga' on the launch event of the world's longest river cruise, Ganga Vilas at Varanasi. Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi flagged off the cruise on 13th January 2023. The grand concert named 'Sur Sarita'-

Symphony of Ganga' was led by the renowned Indian singer Shankar Mahadevan at Kashi Vishwanath 

Corridor.  
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States in the News  

7. Uttarakhand Governor has approved the 30 percent horizontal reservation to domicile women 

 

Uttarakhand Governor Lt Gen Gurmit Singh (retd) has approved the 30 percent horizontal reservation to 

domicile women of the state in the government jobs bill. The state assembly of Uttarakhand passed the 

Uttarakhand Public Services (Horizontal Reservation for women) Bill on 29th November 2022. The 

beneficiaries need to be women with a domicile certificate of Uttarakhand.  
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8. Kerala Cabinet approved a scheme to ensure those employed under MGNREGS get benefits like 

pension 

 

The Kerala Cabinet approved a scheme to ensure those employed under the Mahatma Gandhi Rural 

Employment Guarantee Scheme(MGNREGS) in the poll-bound state get benefits like pension and medical 

assistance. It has recommended that governor Arif Mohammad Khan issue an ordinance in this regard.  

With this, Kerala became the first state to have a welfare board for the beneficiaries of employment 

guarantee programmes in the country.  
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At least 26.71 lakh labourers under the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee 

programme and 2.5 lakh workers of the Ayyankali Urban Employment Guarantee Scheme will receive the 

benefits of the newly formed welfare board.  

 

9. Mysuru and Hampi in Karnataka to be promoted as a part of the 'The Swadesh Darshan 2.0 Scheme’ 

 

Mysuru and Hampi are the two popular destinations in Karnataka to be promoted as a part of the new 

Tourism policy 'The Swadesh Darshan 2.0 Scheme, which focuses on revving up destination tourism.  

Mysuru and Hampi are among the 19 places identified across the eight states and UTs in India to be 

promoted under the Swadesh Darshan 2.0 Scheme.  

 

10. Kerala’s 'Year of Enterprises' Project was recognized as the best practices model 
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Kerala’s 'Year of Enterprises' Project was recognized as the best practices model at the National 

Conference on Micro Small and Medium Enterprises chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The Project 

aimed to create 1,00,000 enterprises and has successfully created 1,18,509 enterprises and got investment 

worth ₹7,261.54 crores.  

 

11. “Saharsh” Special Education Program Launched by Tripura State Government 

 

The ‘Saharsh’ initiative is aimed at empowering children to learn with happiness. The 'Saharsh' was 

launched in 40 schools of the state on a pilot basis in August last year. This year, it will be extended to all 

government and aided schools in Tripura from the second week of January.  

Under the Saharsh program, Children won’t be pressurized to study, rather they will be encouraged to 

social and emotional learning. 

 

12. Mongeet festival aims to nurture the upcoming musical talents of Assam 

 



CV ACADEMY - General Awareness January 2nd Week 2023 

11 
 

 

Mongeet is a festival of music, poetry, art, craft, food, culinary techniques, indigenous herbs, and culture 

celebrated in Majuli, Assam. The Mongeet festival started in the year 2020 as a movement of arts and 

music and it aims to nurture the upcoming musical talents of Assam.  

 

International Affairs  

13. United States announced that it will extend COVID-19 pandemic-era restrictions, known as Title 42 

 

The United States announced that it will extend COVID-19 pandemic-era restrictions, known as Title 42, to 

expel migrants from Nicaragua, Cuba and Haiti caught crossing the U.S.-Mexico border back to Mexico.  

The move would block more nationalities from seeking asylum in the United States, and raises questions 

about the implications of this policy expansion and its legality. At the same time, the White House said it 

would open more legal pathways for migrants from those nations to apply to enter the country from 

abroad.  

 

14. Taiwanese lawmakers let local chip firms turn 25% of their annual R&D expenses into tax credits 

Taiwanese lawmakers have passed new rules that let local chip firms turn 25% of their annual research and 

development expenses into tax credits, part of efforts to keep cutting-edge semiconductor technologies at 

home and maintain the island’s technology leadership. 

Officials there have repeatedly said they will ensure the latest chip technologies remain in Taiwan, a point 

that has been reaffirmed by executives at Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Co. and other local chip 

giants.  
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15. Punjabi is all set to be taught in public schools in Western Australia 

 

Now Punjabi is all set to be taught in public schools in Western Australia. The language is all set to be 

introduced into the school curriculum. The Australian government is adopting Punjabi as the newest 

language after a 2021 census showed that it was the fastest-growing language in Australia with more than 

239,000 people using it at home, an increase of over 80 per cent from 2016, reported SBS Punjabi.  
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16. UAE nominated Sultan al-Jaber to preside over the upcoming United Nations climate negotiations in 

Dubai 

 

The United Arab Emirates has named a veteran technocrat who both leads Abu Dhabi’s state-run oil 

company and oversees its renewable energy efforts to preside over the upcoming United Nations climate 

negotiations in Dubai. Emirati authorities nominated Sultan al-Jaber, a confidant of UAE President Sheikh 

Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, who serves as CEO of the Abu Dhabi National Oil Co.  

The 28th session of the Conference of the Parties (COP 28) to the UNFCCC will convene from 30 November 

to 12 December 2023. It will take place in the United Arab Emirates. 

 

Agreements Or MoU’s  

17. Yadav has inked a pact with NABARD to start the Farmers Producers Organisation 

Neeru Yadav, fondly known as ‘Hockey Wali Sarpanch’ has taken a new initiative to strengthen farmers of 

Lambi Ahir Village, Rajasthan. Yadav has inked a pact with NABARD to start the Farmers Producers 

Organisation (FPO)with the assistance of SIIRD (Society of Indian Institute of Rural Development). 

An initiative of a woman Sarpanch in Jhunjhunu district’s Lambi Ahir village for helping out girls in their 

education, skills development and sports activities has been hailed in the Shekhawati region as a step 

towards women’s empowerment. Sarpanch Neeru Yadav has been contributing her salary for the cause of 

the girl child. 

Neeru Yadav has volunteered her salary in order to teach local girls hockey skills and start a state-level 

squad. Under the Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) Scheme, she successfully taught 10 girls 

and assisted in placing them all in MNCs. 
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18. Madhya Pradesh Tourism Board signed MoU with chapters of 8 countries of the GOPIO 

 

Madhya Pradesh Tourism Board signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with chapters of 8 

countries of the Global Organization of People of Indian Origin (GOPIO) at the 17th Pravasi Bhartiya Divas 

convention.  

The event was held at MP Tourism Pavilion at Brilliant Convention Centre in Indore. The MoUs were signed 

with France Metropole Paris, Mauritius, Reunion Island, Martinique, Sri Lanka, GOPOI International, 

Malaysia, and Mauritius.  
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Books & Authors  

19. Professor K.K. Abdul Gaffar’s autobiography was released by cricket legend Mahendra Singh Dhoni 

 

Techno-educationalist, Professor K.K. Abdul Gaffar’s autobiography, ‘Njaan Sakshi’ (me as the witness), was 

released by cricket legend Mahendra Singh Dhoni. The book was introduced by senior journalist T.A. Shafi.  

The first copy was received by Marwan Al Mulla, the CEO of Dubai Health Authority (DHA), from M S Dhoni. 

He also presented copies of the book to dignitaries including actor Tovino Thomas present at the occasion.  
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Banking / Economy / Business News  

20. RBI will auction ₹16,000 crore of sovereign green bonds in two tranches 

 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will auction ₹16,000 crore of sovereign green bonds (SGrBs) in two 

tranches. The RBI will auction 5-year and 10-year green bonds worth ₹4,000 crore each on 25 January and 

on 9 February, and this would be a uniform price auction.  

Under the uniform price method, all successful bidders are required to pay for the allotted government 

securities at the auction cutoff rate. These bids are concealed from other bidders. Contrast that with the 

multiple price auction, where bidders pay at the respective rate they had bid.  

 

21. RBI told to end London Interbank Offered Rate by December 31 
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With the end near for the London Interbank Offered Rate (Libor), the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) told banks 

and other financial institutions to stop using the benchmark as soon as possible and mandatorily by 

December 31 and move to any Alternative Reference Rates (ARR).  

Secured Overnight Financing Rate (SOFR) and Sterling Overnight Interbank Average Rate (SONIA) are the 

two popular alternatives, but are nowhere near as popular internationally as Libor, which is being phased 

out by this year’s end.  

 

22. BharatPe received in-principle authorisation from the RBI to operate as an online payment 

aggregator 

 

Fintech platform BharatPe received in-principle authorisation from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to 

operate as an online payment aggregator (PA). The company said that an in-principle nod was awarded to 

Resilient Payments Private Ltd, a 100 percent subsidiary of Resilient Innovations Private Ltd (BharatPe).  

 

23. India's fastest payment app PayRup launched in India on 9th January 2023 

India's fastest payment app PayRup was launched in India on 9th January 2023. PayRup is built with the 

finest technology of web 3.0. It provides an advanced digital payment experience with an outstanding user 

experience and can pay utility bills and landline bills, recharge their mobile, broadband, DTH, and purchase 

gift cards.  
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24. PVR-Inox merger has been approved by the National Company Law Tribunal 

 

In a major boost to the film and entertainment industry, PVR-Inox merger has been approved by the 

National Company Law Tribunal. The NCLT judge has approved the scheme of merger in a verbal order. A 

written order is likely to be passed in the next 15-20 days.  

 

25. China's Alibaba Group sold a 3.1% stake in Indian digital payments firm Paytm 

China's Alibaba Group sold a 3.1% stake in Indian digital payments firm Paytm for a total of $125 million 

through a block deal. Shares of the company fell as much as 8.8% to 528 rupees in afternoon trading, and 

was last down 5.8%. 
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Alibaba, which held a 6.26% stake in Paytm as of end-September, sold the stake at 536.95 rupees apiece. 

Paytm's stock has risen about 9% this year up to last close, after reporting strong preliminary figures for 

the third quarter.  

 

 

26. NPCI has instructed members of the UPI ecosystem to allow NRE/NRO accounts to get onboarded 
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The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) has instructed members of the Unified Payments 

Interface (UPI) ecosystem to allow non-resident account types such as non-resident external (NRE)/ non-

resident ordinary (NRO) accounts having international mobile numbers to get onboarded and transact 

through UPI.  

To begin with, NPCI will be enabling transactions from mobile numbers having country codes of Singapore, 

Australia, Canada, Hong Kong, Oman, Qatar, USA, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, and the United 

Kingdom, along with the current domestic country code.  

 

27. RBI issued the list of six credit rating agencies that banks can use for the purpose of risk weighting 

banks' claims 

 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) issued the list of six credit rating agencies that banks can use for the purpose of 

risk weighting banks' claims for capital adequacy purposes.  

The six credit rating agencies are Acuite Ratings & Research Limited, Credit Analysis and Research Limited 

(CARE), CRISIL Ratings Limited, ICRA Limited, India Ratings and Research Private Limited (India Ratings)\ 

and INFOMERICS Valuation and Rating Pvt Ltd.  

 

28. SBI has launched e-Bank Guarantee facility in association with NeSL 

State Bank of India (SBI) has launched e-Bank Guarantee (e-BG) facility in association with National e-

Governance Services Limited (NeSL). India’s largest lender said this facility will bring about a revolutionary 

change in the banking ecosystem, where bank guarantee is frequently used in large volumes.  
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By using the NeSL’s platform, the bank customers and other beneficiaries will instantly get an e-Bank 

Guarantee without additional verification.  

 

 

Appointments & Resignations  

29. Paytm Payments Bank appoint Surinder Chawla as its Managing Director and CEO 
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Paytm Payments Bank has received banking regulator RBI's nod to appoint Surinder Chawla as its 

Managing Director and CEO. The RBI, however, continues to bar Paytm Payments Bank from on-boarding 

new customers.  

 

30. Senior IAS Officer A Santhi Kumari appointed as the new Chief Secretary of Telangana 

 

Senior IAS Officer A Santhi Kumari has been appointed as the new Chief Secretary of Telangana. Santhi 

Kumari took charge as the first women Chief Secretary of the State at the Secretariat in BRK Bhavan. Santhi 

Kumari will take charge over incumbent Somesh Kumar, who was relieved from the Telangana government 

by the Union Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT).  

 

31. ICICI Prudential Life Insurance announced the digital-first campaign featuring cricketer Suryakumar 

Yadav 

ICICI Prudential Life Insurance has announced the launch of its ‘360° Financial Protection with ICICI 

Prudential Life Insurance’ digital-first campaign featuring cricketer Suryakumar Yadav. According to the 

company, Yadav has emerged as a consistent and dependable batter in the white ball format since his 

international debut.  
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32. Meta announced the appointment of Vikas Purohit as the director of global business group in India 

 

Meta announced the appointment of former Tata CLiQ CEO Vikas Purohit as the director of global business 

group in India. In his new role, Purohit will lead Meta’s strategic relationship with various brands and 

agencies to boost the adoption of digital tools for revenue growth of India’s business.  
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33. Herbalife Nutrition India Private Limited is partnering Smriti Mandhana as a ‘nutrition sponsor’ 

 

Nutrition company Herbalife Nutrition India Private Limited is partnering with international women’s 

cricketer, Smriti Mandhana as a ‘nutrition sponsor’.  

She has had an incredible journey, taking the cricket world by storm with her batting performances. 

Currently, she is the vice captain of the Indian women’s national cricket team.  

 

Defence News  

34. "Veer Guardian-2023" starting on January 12 at Hyakuri Air Base in Japan 

 



CV ACADEMY - General Awareness January 2nd Week 2023 

25 
 

 

The Japan Air Self Defense Force (JASDF) and the Indian Air Force will participate in the joint air exercise 

"Veer Guardian-2023" starting on January 12 at Hyakuri Air Base in Japan.  

 

35. Su-30MKI pilot Squadron Leader Chaturvedi assigned to the Veer Guardian 2023 in Japan 

 

Su-30MKI pilot Squadron Leader Chaturvedi will be assigned to the Veer Guardian 2023 in Japan. First 

female fighter pilot in the Indian Air Force (IAF), squadron commander Avani Chaturvedi, will participate in 

the inaugural air exercise Veer Guardian 2023. The goal of the exercise is to improve air defence 

cooperation between Japan and India.  

 

36. Indian Coast Guard ship Kamla Devi commissioned in Kolkata, West Bengal 
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Indian Coast Guard (ICG) ship 'Kamla Devi' the Fast Patrol Vessel (FPV) which is designed, built, and 

delivered by Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers (GRSE) Ltd to Indian Coast Guard was commissioned 

in Kolkata, West Bengal. Indian Coast Guard ship Kamla Devi is officially the fifth and last vessel of the 

series of FPVs designed and built by GRSE as per the specifications of the Indian Coast Guard.  

 

Awards & Recognition 

37. e-NAM has won the Platinum Award in the Digital India Awards 2022 

 

e-NAM, a flagship initiative of the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, has won the Platinum 

Award in the Digital Empowerment of Citizens Category in Digital India Awards 2022 held in New Delhi. The 

President of India, Smt. Droupadi Murmu, as Chief Guest of the event, has conferred the Digital India 

Awards, 2022. 

The President of India, Smt. Droupadi Murmu, as Chief Guest of the event, has conferred the Digital India 

Awards, 2022 to Dr. N. Vijaya Lakshmi, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture.  
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38. Harvard Law School Center announced CJI as the 2022 recipient of its "Award for Global Leadership"  

 

The Harvard Law School Center on the Legal Profession (HLS CLP) has announced Chief Justice of India Dr. 

DY Chandrachud as the 2022 recipient of its "Award for Global Leadership" in recognition of his lifetime 

service to the legal profession in India and across the world. The award will be presented to him in a virtual 

event on 11th January 2023.  

 

39. Vivek Agnihotri's film 'The Kashmir Files' has been shortlisted for Oscars 2023 
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Vivek Agnihotri's film 'The Kashmir Files' has been shortlisted for Oscars 2023. That means now this film 

has qualified to get an Oscar. Actors Anupam Kher, Mithun Chakraborthy, Darshan Kumar and Pallavi Joshi 

are also shortlisted for the best actor category.  

After RRR, there are three major entries from the Hindi film industry on the list namely The Kashmir Films, 

Gangubai Kathiawadi, and Rocketry.  

 

Ranks & Reports 

40. Delhi was the most polluted city in India in 2022 with PM 2.5 levels more than double the safe limit 

 

Delhi was the most polluted city in India in 2022 with PM 2.5 levels more than double the safe limit and the 

third highest average PM10 concentration.  

Among the most polluted cities with respect to PM2.5 levels, Delhi (99.71 micrograms per cubic metre) 

ranked first, Haryana's Faridabad (95.64 micrograms per cubic metre) ranked second and Uttar Pradesh's 

Ghaziabad (91.25 micrograms per cubic metre) third. 

 

41. Henley Passport Index 2023, Japan retained its top position   

According to the latest Henley Passport Index, Japan has retained its position as the most favourible 

passport in the world, allowing visa-free entry to 193 global destinations. The country tops for the fifth 

consecutive year. Singapore and South Korea came in a joint second on the ranking, followed by Germany 

and Spain, and then a slew of other European nations.  
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Where does India rank?  

The Indian passport was ranked 85th, giving visa-free entry to 59 destinations worldwide. In 2019, 2020, 

2021 and 2022, the country ranked at 82nd spot, 84th, 85th and 83rd respectively. Indian passport holders 

can travel visa-free to 59 destinations like Bhutan, Indonesia, Macao, Maldives, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Thailand, 

Kenya, Mauritius, Seychelles, Zimbabwe, Uganda, Iran and Qatar. However, some countries require visa-

on-arrival.  

 

Summits & Conferences  

42. India will host 'The Voice of Global South' Summit on January 12-13 
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India will host 'The Voice of Global South' Summit' on January 12-13, Foreign Secretary Vinay Kwatra said. 

As many as 120 countries will participate in the summit. The virtual summit is significant as India currently 

holds the presidency of the G20 group and Prime Minister Narendra Modi had earlier indicated that 

priorities would be shaped in consultation with developing countries.  

The ‘Voice of Global South Summit’ under the theme ‘Unity of Voice, Unity of Purpose’ envisages bringing 

together countries of the Global South to share their perspectives and priorities on a common platform.  

 

Sports News  

43. Mascot, torch and anthem of Khelo India Youth Games 2022 unveiled in Bhopal 

 

The anthem, mascot and a 'smart torch' for the fifth edition of the youth games were unveiled by chief 

minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan, Union MoS sports Nisith Pramanik and state sports minister at a glittering 

event in Bhopal on Saturday evening.  

The highlight was a drone show that created magic in Bhopal's night sky with hundreds of drones forming a 

sprinting cheetah, maps of India and Madhya Pradesh and 'Khelo India Youth Games 2022' The Games will 

be organised in eight districts of Madhya Pradesh from January 30, with Malkhamb and water sports 

making their debut. 

The 5th KIYG 2022 will be held from January 30 to February 11. There are 27 sporting disciplines on the 

schedule, with over 6,000 athletes competing. 'Hindustan Ka Dil Dhadka Do' - this is the heartpounding 

anthem of the Khelo India Youth Games 2022. And cheetah Asha, who was named by PM Narendra Modi, 

the Games mascot. 

 

 

 



CV ACADEMY - General Awareness January 2nd Week 2023 

31 
 

 

 

 

 

44. Men's Hockey World Cup, 2023 has began at the Barabati Stadium in Cuttack 

Men's Hockey World Cup, 2023 has began with a spectacular opening ceremony at the picturesque 

Barabati Stadium in Cuttack that was witnessed by thousands of hockey lovers in attendance from across 

the country and abroad.  
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45. Hockey India has launched a new metaverse product 

 

Hockey India has launched a new metaverse product to tie in with its hosting of the Men’s World Cup in 

Bhubaneswar and Rourkela from January 13-29. ‘Hockeyverse’, which Hockey India claims marks a first for 

a national sports federation, has been launched across the governing body’s social media platforms and is 

designed to enhance the tournament experience for fans around the world.  
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Schemes & Committess  

46. MAARG, a portal to facilitate mentorship for start-ups will go live on January 16 

 

The MAARG (Mentorship, Advisory, Assistance, Resilience, and Growth) platform will be launched by 

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal. The Commerce Ministry said MAARG, a portal to facilitate 

mentorship for start-ups across diverse sectors, and geographies, will go live on January 16.  

 

Science & Technology  

47. 5G-enabled drone that is capable of vertical take-off and landing developed by Startup firm IG 

Drones 

Startup firm IG Drones, which was born out of the Veer Surendra Sai University of Technology (VSSUT) 

campus in Odisha's Sambalpur has developed a 5G-enabled drone that is capable of vertical take-off and  
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landing. As it's a VTOL (Vertical Take-off and Landing), it can be operated from any terrain without the 

need for a conventional runway.  

 

 

48. Indian-American aerospace industry expert has been appointed as NASA’s new chief technologist 

 

An Indian-American aerospace industry expert has been appointed as NASA’s new chief technologist to 

serve as principal advisor to Administrator Bill Nelson on technology policy and programmes at the space 

agency’s headquarters.  

A.C. Charania joined the space agency in his new role on January 3. He replaces another Indian-American 

scientist Bhavya Lal, who served as acting chief technologist prior to the former’s appointment.  
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Important Days  

49. 7th Armed Forces Veterans Day celebrated on 14th January 2023 

 

The Armed Forces Veteran' Day is celebrated on January 14 every year, as on this day in 1953, the First 

Indian Commander-in-Chief of Indian Army Field Marshal KM Cariappa, who led the Indian forces to victory 

in the 1947 war, formally retired from the Service.  

The Day is celebrated as Armed Forces Veterans Day and dedicated to our esteemed Veterans. This year 

7th Armed Forces Veterans Day celebrates on 2023. The First Armed Forces Veterans Day was celebrated 

on January, 14, 2016. 
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50. Indian army day 2023 is celebrated on 15th January 2023 

 

Indian army day 2023 is celebrated on 15th January 2023 and it mark the 75th anniversary of the Indian 

army day. Every year on January 15, India celebrates its Army Day. It is the day on which Field Marshal 

Kodandera M. Cariappa (then a Lieutenant General) took over as the first CommanderinChief of the Indian 

Army from the last British CommanderinChief of India, General Fransis Bucher in the year 1949.  
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51. Nation celebrates 17th Pravasi Bhartiya Divas on 9th January 2023 

 

Pravasi Bharatiya Divas or NRI Day is formally observed on 9 January to celebrate the day when Mahatma 

Gandhi returned from South Africa to Mumbai, India. The day is celebrated to acknowledge the 

contribution of the non-resident Indian community in helping in the development of the country.  

Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 2023 has conducted in Indore, Madhya Pradesh, from 8–10 January, 2023. It is 

important to note that this is the 17th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas, or NRI Day. 

 

52. World Hindi Day or Vishwa Hindi Diwas is celebrated on 10th January every year 
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World Hindi Day or Vishwa Hindi Diwas is celebrated on 10th January every year to promote awareness 

about the language across the world. It is also the day when Hindi, India’s national language, was spoken 

for the first time in the United Nations General Assembly on January 10, 1949.  

It was on this day in 1975 that the first World Hindi Conference was held in Nagpur. Since then, such 

conferences are organised in different parts of the world every year.  

The language got its name from the Persian term ‘Hind’ which means ‘the land of Indus’. The language is 

spoken in India, Trinidad, Nepal, Guyana, Mauritius and other countries.  

Theme of World Hindi Conference 2023:  

The theme this year is "Hindi – Traditional Knowledge to Artificial Intelligence". This year, the 12th World 

Hindi Conference will be organised in Fiji by the Foreign Ministry in collaboration with the Fiji government 

from February 15 to 17. The location for the 2023 event was decided during the 11th World Hindi 

Conference held in Mauritius last year. 

 

Obituaries  

53. Dr Tehemton Erach Udwadia known as the ‘father of laparoscopic surgery in India’ passed away 

 

Padma Awardee Dr Tehemton Erach Udwadia, an Indian Surgeon and Gastroenterologist, who was known 

as the ‘father of laparoscopic surgery in India’ passed away, at the age of 88. He was born on 15th July 

1934 in the Bombay Presidency, British India (now Mumbai, Maharashtra, India).  
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Miscellaneous News  

54. Vidisha becomes the 1st Indian district to implement cutting-edge 5G use cases proposed by startups 

 

A joint initiative by the Vidisha District Administration and the Centre for Development of Telematics (C-

DOT), Department of Telecommunications (DoT), under the direction of Additional Secretary (Telecom) & 

Administrator USOF, made Vidisha, a district of Madhya Pradesh, the first district ever in India for on-

ground implementation of groundbreaking 5G use cases proposed by startups.  
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55. Former India cricket team captain and drone market Garuda Aerospace have launched ‘Droni’ 

Former India cricket team captain Mahendra Singh Dhoni and drone market Garuda Aerospace have 

launched a a surveillance drone named ‘Droni.’ Dhoni is an ambassador-cum-investor in the low-cost drone 

manufacturer. Dhoni had unveiled the camera drone called Droni at The Global Drone Expo in Chennai last 

year. Droni is a battery-operated quadcopter surveillance drone. 

 


