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Hot News of the Week  

1. Mukesh Ambani Number 1 Among Indians And 2 Globally On Brand Guardianship Index 

 

Brand Guardianship Index 2023  

Billionaire Mukesh Ambani ranked No.1 among Indians and second globally on the Brand Guardianship 

Index 2023, overtaking the likes of Satya Nadella of Microsoft and Google’s Sundar Pichai. Nvidia CEO 

Jensen Huang topped the list globally, with Microsoft’s Satya Nadella occupying third place.  

 

About Brand Guardianship Index  

1. The Brand Guardianship Index by Brand Finance, a leading global independent brand consultancy, is a 

global recognition of CEOs, who are building business value in a sustainable manner, by balancing the 

needs of all stakeholders — employees, investors, and the wider society.  

2. The Brand Guardianship Index includes ‘equity’ factors, which reflect current perceptions, ‘performance’ 

factors which reflect the tangible results of these perceptions, and ‘Investment’ factors which support 

future performance.  

About Brand Finance  

Brand Finance is the world’s leading independent brand valuation and strategy consultancy. 

Headquartered in the City of London, we are present in over 20 countries. Founded in 1996 with the aim of 

‘bridging the gap between marketing and finance’, for more than 20 years we have helped companies and 

organisations of all types to connect their brands to the bottom line.  
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National Affairs  

2. “Nari Shakti” will be driving the theme of this year’s Republic Day tableau of Navy 

 

“Nari Shakti” (women power) will be driving the theme of this year’s Republic Day tableau of Navy. Not just 

the front of the tableau will feature a woman aircrew of a Dornier aircraft flying overhead, but Lt. 

Commander Disha Amrith has been tasked with commanding its parade contingent.  
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3. India-Bangladesh Friendship Pipeline (IBFPL) would begin supplying diesel to Bangladesh 

 

The India-Bangladesh Friendship Pipeline (IBFPL) would begin supplying diesel to Bangladesh on an 

experimental basis in June of this year, according to State Minister for Power Nasrul Hamid. Nasrul Hamid 

responded to a written inquiry before the national parliament, Jatiya Sangsad, in Dhaka, by stating that a 

pipeline of 131.5 kilometres long has been built for importing fuel from India.  

 

4. PM shared snippets titled “Your Exam, Your Methods-Choose Your Own Style” from the Exam 

Warriors Book 

 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi shared snippets titled “Your Exam, Your Methods-Choose Your Own Style” 

from the Exam Warriors Book and has urged students to share how they prepare for exams. PM Modi in 
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his message shared that in the book Exam Warriors, one mantra is “Your Exam, Your Methods-Choose Your 

Own Style”.  

Exam Warriors is a book published by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 2018. Exam Warriors is written 

especially for young students to help them deal with the stress of exams. 

 

5. Prime Minister inaugurated the second phase of Saansad Khel Mahakumbh 2022-23 

 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the second phase of Saansad Khel Mahakumbh 2022-23 via 

video conferencing. Saansad Khel Mahakumbh 2022-23 has been organized in Basti district, Uttar Pradesh 

by Harish Dwivedi, Member of Parliament from Basti since 2021.  

PM Modi has also appreciated the scale of Khel Mahakumbh and expressed hope that India’s traditional 

expertise in sports will get a new wing through such events. Prime Minister also informed that through 

these games, performing athletes are being picked up for further training under the Sports Authority of 

India. 

The Prime Minister has expressed his happiness that about 40,000 athletes are participating in the Khel 

Mahakumbh, three times more than the last year. 

 

6. "Shruti Amrut," a new instalment of its wildly popular "Music in the Park" series launched 

This year, SPIC MACAY, in association with the Ministry of Culture and the New Delhi Municipal Council, 

presents "Shruti Amrut," a new instalment of its wildly popular "Music in the Park" series. Eminent 

musicians from all over the nation performed to highlight the beauty of Indian classical music.  

The first event in this series for 2023 took place today at 3 p.m. at Chanakyapuri, New Delhi’s Nehru Park. 
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About SPIC MACAY 

The Society for Promotion of Indian Classical Music and Culture Among Youth (SPIC MACAY) is a non-profit 

youth organisation that organizes programmes and workshops of Indian Classical, Folk Music and Dance, 

Yoga, Meditation, Crafts, and other aspects of Indian culture in order to promote the tangible and 

intangible aspects of Indian and global heritage. Over 850 cities throughout the world have chapters of this 

movement, which was founded in 1977. 

 

7. NCERT has released India's first national assessment regulator, PARAKH 
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The National Council for Education Research and Training (NCERT) has released India's first national 

assessment regulator, PARAKH, which will work on setting norms, standards, and guidelines for student 

assessment and evaluation for all recognized school boards in the country.  

The PARAKH regulator aims to set up assessment guidelines for all boards to help remove disparities in the 

scores of students enrolled with different state boards.  

PARAKH stands for The Performance Assessment, Review, and Analysis of Knowledge for Holistic 

Development. It is established within the education survey division of the NCERT.  

 

States in the News  

8. Himachal Pradesh government restored the old pension scheme in its first cabinet meeting 

 

The Himachal Pradesh government restored the old pension scheme in its first cabinet meeting. The 

cabinet decided to provide OPS to all government employees who are presently covered under the defined 

contributory pension scheme, also referred to as NPS. This scheme will benefit about 1.36 lakh NPS 

employees in the state.  

 

9. Kerala's Wayanad becomes the first district in the country to provide basic documents to all tribes 

people 

Kerala's Wayanad becomes the first district in the country to provide basic documents and facilities such as 

Aadhaar cards, ration cards, birth/death certificates, election ID cards, bank accounts and health insurance 

to all tribespeople.  
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10. Kollam has become the country’s first constitution literate district 

 

The Indian district of Kollam has become the country’s first constitution literate district. The 

announcement was made by Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan. The district’s success is the result of a 

seven-month campaign launched by the Kollam district panchayat, District Planning Committee, and the 

Kerala Institute of Local Administration (KILA) to educate citizens about the country’s laws and their rights.  
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11. Kerala announced that girls students above the age of 18 years will get maternity leave of 60 days 

Higher Education Minister in Kerala R Bindu announced that girls students above the age of 18 years will 

get maternity leave of 60 days. The required attendance percentage for female students will be 73 percent 

including menstrual leave. The attendance percentage required earlier was 75 percent.  

 

 

12. Uttar Pradesh emerged as the top location for mobile gamers 

 

Uttar Pradesh (UP) has emerged as the top location for mobile gamers, followed by Maharashtra, 

Rajasthan, Bihar, and West Bengal, according to the India Mobile Gaming Report 2022 issued by the 

gaming platform Mobile Premier League (MPL).  
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13. India’s largest hydel power project to date to come up in Arunachal Pradesh 

 

National Hydroelectric Power Corporation (NHPC) has submitted a pre-feasibility report to the Central 

Electricity Authority of India for the ‘Upper Siang Multipurpose Storage’, India’s largest hydel power 

project to date to come up in Arunachal Pradesh. This will be 11 gigawatt (GW) project. India may spend 

₹1.13 trillion to build the Upper Siang multi-purpose storage project at Yingkiong in Arunachal Pradesh.  

 

International Affairs  

14. External Affairs Minister extended concessional Line of Credit for developing sporting infrastructure 

in Maldives 

 

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar has extended a concessional USD 40 million Line of Credit for 

developing sporting infrastructure in the Maldives. It is a part of New Delhi's efforts to bring Prime Minister 
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Narendra Modi's flagship projects such as fit India and Khelo India into the stretch of the Neighborhood 

First Policy. External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar is on a visit to the Maldives to further expand bilateral 

engagement with the key maritime neighbor of India.  

 

15. Janani Ramachandran take oath as the Oakland City Council member in the U.S. state of California 

 

A 30-year-old Indian-American attorney, Janani Ramachandran has emerged as the youngest and the first 

queer woman of colour to take oath as the Oakland City Council member in the U.S. state of California. She 

took the ceremonial oath wearing a saree as the Oakland City Council member for District 4 in an 

inauguration ceremony.  

 

16. UNSC has listed Pakistan-based terrorist Abdul Rehman Makki as a global terrorist 
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The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) has listed Pakistan-based terrorist Abdul Rehman Makki as a 

global terrorist. Makki is the brother-in-law of Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) chief and 26/11 mastermind Hafiz 

Saeed. The development comes after India last year slammed China after it blocked the proposal to list 

Makki under the Sanctions Committee.  

Makki, who has been involved in raising funds, recruiting, and radicalizing the youth to plan attacks in 

India, especially in Jammu and Kashmir, has already been listed as a terrorist by India and the United 

States.  

 

17. International Tourism Fair FITUR 2023 is being organized in Madrid, Spain 

 

FITUR is the global meeting point for tourism professionals and the leading trade fair for inbound and 

outbound markets in Latin America. FITUR is the second most important tourism fair in the world. Around 

10,000 national and international companies take part in each edition and there are more than 50,000 

visitors spread over the different days of the event. The fair is being organized in Madrid, Spain.  

 

18. United Nations General Assembly adopted a resolution titled ‘Education for Democracy’ 

The United Nations General Assembly(UNGA) adopted a resolution titled ‘Education for Democracy’ that 

reaffirms the right of everyone to education. The resolution, which was co-sponsored by India, recognises 

that “education for all” contributes to the strengthening of democracy. The resolution encourages member 

states to integrate education for democracy into their education standards.  
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19. India will support Sri Lanka’s debt restructuring plan 

 

India will support Sri Lanka’s debt restructuring plan as the island nation looks to trim its huge public 

expenditure to win approval for a crucial bailout from the International Monetary Fund. India formally 

notified that it would support Sri Lanka’s debt restructuring plan.  

New Delhi’s backing comes at a critical time for Sri Lanka as it has to put its massively indebted public 

finances in order to unlock a $2.9 billion IMF loan that was agreed in September. The IMF has stressed the 

importance of joint talks involving three of Sri Lanka’s main bilateral creditors – China, Japan and India.  
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20. Aruna Miller become the first Indian-American to be the Lieutenant Governor in the state of 

Maryland 

 

Aruna Miller has scripted history by becoming the first Indian-American politician to be sworn in as the 

Lieutenant Governor in the state of Maryland, adjoining the US capital. Aruna, 58, a former delegate to the 

Maryland House, made history when the Democrat became the 10th Lieutenant Governor of the state.  

 

21. India has announced donation of 12,500 doses of pentavalent vaccines to Cuba 
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India has announced donation of 12,500 doses of pentavalent vaccines to Cuba. Minister of State for 

External Affairs Meenakshi Lekhi announced this during her official visit to Cuba. This was her first visit to 

Cuba. Pentavalent vaccine provides protection to a child from 5 life-threatening diseases – Diphtheria, 

Pertussis, Tetanus, Hepatitis B and Hib.  

 

Agreements Or MoU’s  

22. Gogoro is advancing its plans to deploy battery swapping network in India 

 

Taiwan-headquartered electric vehicle and infrastructure company Gogoro is advancing its plans to deploy 

battery swapping network in India. The company along with Belrise Industries (formerly known as Badve 

Engineering) has inked a strategic energy partnership with the Maharashtra government to establish a 

battery swapping infrastructure.  

This follows up to Gogoro’s earlier announced partnership with Hero MotoCorp and Zypp Electric among 

others.  

 

Books & Authors  

23. English version of the book titled ‘Come! Let’s Run’ released by Krishnamachari Srikkanth 

The English version of the book titled ‘Come! Let’s Run’ by Tamil Nadu Health and Family Welfare Minister, 

Ma. Subramanian was released by Krishnamachari Srikkanth, former Captain of the Indian Cricket team.  
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The Tamil version of the same book titled ‘Odalam Vanga’ was released on March 8, 2021. The book was 

published by Emerald Publishers and the English translation was done by Geeta Padmanaban (a teacher) 

along with J. Joicy and Sharon.  

 

 

Banking / Economy / Business News  

24. SEBI allowed Alternative Investment Funds to participate in the Credit Default Swaps market 

 

Regulator SEBI allowed Alternative Investment Funds(AIFs) to participate in the Credit Default Swaps(CDS) 

market as protection buyers and sellers in a bid to facilitate the deepening of the domestic corporate bond 

segment. The new norms, which will come into force with immediate effect, allow business entities to 

hedge risks associated with the bonds market.  

 

25. Adani Enterprises has an agreement with Ashok Leyland to develop a hydrogen fuel cell electric truck 

Adani Enterprises has an agreement with Ashok Leyland, India, and Ballard Power, Canada to launch a pilot 

project to develop a hydrogen fuel cell electric truck (FCET) for mining logistics and transportation.  
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The collaboration between Adani Enterprises and Ashok Leyland, India, and Ballard Power, Canada marks 

Asia’s first planned hydrogen-powered mining truck.  

 

 

26. Google is actively working on a Soundbox for the India market similar to the Paytm or PhonePe  

 

Google is actively working on a Soundbox for the India market, similar to the Paytm or PhonePe ones that 

you see at your neighbourhood shop which gives a sound alert on the digital payment that has been made. 

The search giant is piloting a soundbox of its own in the country to alert sellers of confirmations for Unified 

Payments Interface (UPI)-based payments.  
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27. Tamilnad Mercantile Bank Limited has bagged the Best Small Bank award 

 

Tamilnad Mercantile Bank Limited (TMB) has bagged the Best Small Bank award in the Best Banks survey 

for the year 2022. The Best Banks survey was conducted by Business Today- KPMG (BT-KPMG Best Banks 

Survey). The bank has won the Best Small Bank Award under the category of banks with a book size of less 

than Rs 1 Lakh crore.  

 

28. Punjab National Bank offers credit cards against Fixed Deposit to customers 
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State-owned Punjab National Bank (PNB) offers credit cards against Fixed Deposit to customers who don’t 

meet the eligibility criteria for regular credit cards. This facility will be available for salary account 

customers, and they shall be able to apply through the mobile banking app PNB One, website or Internet 

Banking Service (IBS), the lender said.  

Customers can avail loan without visiting a bank branch, adding there is a concession of 0.25 per cent on 

the interest rate when applied through digital platforms like PNB One.  

 

29. The Life Insurance Corporation of India has launched LIC Jeevan Azad Plan 

 

The Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) has launched LIC Jeevan Azad Plan. It is a limited period 

premium payment plan that offers financial support for the family in case of unfortunate death of the life 

assured during the policy term. If the LIC policyholder survives the maturity term, then the plan offers a 

guaranteed base sum-assured amount.  

The plan has a limited premium payment option where the premium paying term is 8 years less than the 

policy term.  

As per the policy documents, investors would get a minimum basic sum of Rs 2 lakh assured under LIC 

Jeevan Azad Plan. The maximum basic sum assured is Rs 5 lakh. The policy can be taken for term of 15 to 

20 years.  For this plan, the minimum admission age is 90 days, while the maximum entry age is 50 years.  

As per LIC, if a beneficiary pays the premium of Rs 25,120 in the first year and Rs 24,578 from the second 

year to 12 years, he would get Rs 500,000 at end of the tenure. The total premium paid by the beneficiary 

will be Rs 2,95,478.  
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Appointments & Resignations  

30. Praveen Sharma appointed as Director in the National Health Authority 

 

Praveen Sharma has been selected for appointment as Director in the National Health Authority 

(Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission) under the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare. Sharma is an Indian 

Defence Service of Engineers (IDSE) officer of 2005 batch. 

National Health Authority (NHA) is the apex body responsible for implementing India’s flagship public 

health insurance/assurance scheme called “Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana”.  

 

31. Clare Lombardelli, has been appointed as the new OECD Chief Economist 
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Chief Economic Adviser to the UK Treasury, Clare Lombardelli, has been appointed as the new Organisation 

for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) Chief Economist. She will lead the OECD’s economic 

work, replacing France’s Laurence Boone, who has held the post since 2018.  

 

Defence News  

32. Indian Navy is set to commission the fifth Kalvari class submarine Vagir on 23 Jan 2023 

 

Indian Navy is set to commission the fifth Kalvari class submarine Vagir on 23 Jan 2023. The Chief of the 

Naval Staff Adm R Hari Kumar will be the Chief Guest for the ceremony. These submarines are being built 

in India by the Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited (MDL) Mumbai, under collaboration with M/s Naval 

Group, France. Four of the Kalvari class of submarines have already been commissioned into the Indian 

Navy.  

The Kalvari class is a class of diesel-electric attack submarines based on the Scorpène-class submarine 

being built for the Indian Navy. 
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33. Captain Surbhi Jakhmola will be the first woman officer to be posted on a foreign assignment at the 

BRO 

 

Captain Surbhi Jakhmola of the Indian Army's 117 Engineer Regiment will be the first woman officer to be 

posted on a foreign assignment at the Border Roads Organisation (BRO). The officer will be sent to Bhutan 

as part of Project Dantak. The Border Roads Organisation (BRO) is an executive road construction force in 

India that supports the Indian armed forces.  

 

34. ‘Exercise Cyclone – I‘ started on 14 January at Jaisalmer, Rajasthan 
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The first joint exercise between the special forces of the Indian and the Egyptian Army, ‘Exercise Cyclone – 

I‘ started on 14 January at Jaisalmer, Rajasthan, said the Ministry of Defence. The exercise aims to bolster 

defence co-operation between the two countries and focus on sharing professional skills and 

interoperability of special forces in desert terrain while undertaking counter terrorism, reconnaissance, 

raids and other special operations.  

 

35. Indian Army has organized the second edition of the Hackathon named “SAINYA RANAKSHETRAM 

2.0” 

 

The Indian Army has organized the second edition of the Hackathon named “SAINYA RANAKSHETRAM 2.0” 

from October 2022 to January 2023 under the aegis of HQ Army Training Command (ARTRAC). The 

“SAINYA RANAKSHETRAM 2.0” aims to seek solutions to operational cyber challenges and jump-start and 

telescope the development time for innovative solutions in the field of Cyber Security.  

 

36. 21st edition of "Varuna" the bilateral naval exercise between India and France commenced 

According to the Ministry of Defence, the 21st edition of "Varuna" the bilateral naval exercise between 

India and France commenced on the western seaboard. This edition of the exercise will witness 

participation of indigenous guided missile stealth destroyer INS Chennai, guided missile frigate INS Teg, 

maritime patrol aircraft P-8I and Dornier, integral helicopters and MiG29K fighter aircraft.  

The French Navy will be represented by the aircraft carrier Charles De Gaulle, frigates FS Forbin and 

Provence, support vessel FS Marne and maritime patrol aircraft Atlantique.  
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Awards & Recognition  

37. New Goa Manohar International Airport won the prestigious “Best Sustainable Greenfield Airport” 

award 
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The New Goa Manohar International Airport (MIA), built by the GMR Goa International Airport Ltd (GGIAL), 

a subsidiary of GMR Airports Infrastructure Limited, won the prestigious “Best Sustainable Greenfield 

Airport” award under Aviation Sustainability and Environment at ASSOCHAM 14th International 

Conference-cum-Awards for Civil Aviation 2023 at New Delhi.  

 

38. ESAF Small Finance Bank has bagged the prestigious Inclusive Finance India Awards 2022 

 

ESAF Small Finance Bank has bagged the prestigious Inclusive Finance India Awards 2022 for its 

contributions in advancing the goal of financial inclusion and supporting inclusive growth.  

This award is a recognition of ESAF’s unique spectrum of Financial Inclusion projects ESAF Dhansree, ESAF 

Udyog Jyothi, LSEDP (Local Sustainable Economic Development Project), ESAF Balajyothi, ESAF Vayojyothi, 

and ESAF Garshom.  

 

39. Critics Choice Awards 2023 : RRR bags two more awards  
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The 28th Critics Choice Awards were held, and once again, SS Rajamouli’s RRR has made India proud, as 

the film scored two awards. RRR won Best Song award for Naatu Naatu, as well as Best Foreign Language 

film. RRR was also nominated for Best Director, Best Picture and Best Visual Effects.  

Previously in Golden Globes Winners 2023 : Best Original Song, Motion Picture - “Naatu Naatu,” “RRR”   

 

40. United States R’Bonney Gabriel crowned 71st Miss Universe 2022 

 

The United States candidate R’Bonney Gabriel has crowned Miss Universe 2022 at a ceremony held in New 

Orleans, Mexico. The crown was presented to her by India's Harnaaz Kaur Sandhu who had won the 2021 

title. She was handed a bouquet of flowers, draped in the winner's sash and crowned with a tiara onstage 

at the 71st Miss Universe Competition.  

The second runner-up was Miss Dominican Republic, Andreina Martinez. Miss Curacao, Gabriela Dos 

Santos, and Miss Puerto Rico, Ashley Carino, rounded out the top five finalists. 
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Indian participant : 

Divita Rai of India reached the top 16, but she was unable to advance further. India's participation in the 

71st Miss Universe was restricted to the top 16 since she was unable to make it into the top 5. 

 

 

41. Amazon back as World's Most Valued Brand, Apple down to No 2 

 

Billionaire Jeff Bezos’s e-commerce company Amazon has become the most valued brand, overtaking 

Apple, last year’s topper.  
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Amazon has reclaimed the top spot as the world’s most valuable brand despite its brand value falling 15 

per cent this year from $350.3 billion to $299.3 billion. According to brand valuation consultancy Brand 

Finance’s report, “Global 500 2023”, while Amazon is back at No 1, its brand value has fallen by over $50 

billion this year, with its rating slipping from AAA+ to AAA. This is as consumers evaluate it more harshly in 

the post-pandemic world.  

 

42. Accenture retained the top slot in the most valuable IT services brands 

 

Tata Consultancy Services and Infosys grew their brand value to retain their positions as the second and 

third most valuable IT services brands, according to the ‘IT Services 25’ list prepared by UK-based 

consultancy Brand Finance for the year 2023. Accenture retained the top slot for the fifth year straight, 

with a brand valued at $39.8 billion. It is the strongest IT services brand in the ranking with a Brand 

Strength Index (BSI) score of 87.8 out of 100 and a corresponding AAA brand rating.  

 

43. Bollywood actor Shah Rukh Khan making him the richest actor in Asia 

Bollywood actor Shah Rukh Khan with his more than three decades of work in the film industry has 

garnered millions of fans all over the world and an estimated net worth of ₹627 million ($770 million), 

making him the richest actor in Asia and fourth richest actor all over the world. Beating fellow immensely 

famous and cult actors like Tom Cruise, Jackie Chan, and George Clooney, Shah Rukh Khan took the fourth 

position in the list of eight richest actors of the world released by World of Statistics.  
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44. Reliance Jio has been ranked as the strongest brand in India 

 

Reliance Jio has been ranked as the strongest brand in India and placed ninth among the world’s strongest 

brands, according to the latest report ‘Global 500 – 2023’ published by Brand Finance. ‘Jio’ was placed 

ninth among the world’s strongest brands ahead of brands like EY, Coca Cola, Accenture and Porsche, and 

behind the likes of Google, YouTube, Deloitte and Instagram. With a Brand Strength Index of 90.2, Jio is the 

only brand of India among the world's strongest 25 brands, according to the Brand Finance listing.  

 

45. India is ranked fourth in the Global Firepower Index 

The Global Firepower Index ranks the countries based on their potential military strength. India is ranked 

fourth in the index. The Global Firepower Index ranked 145 countries. The countries were evaluated based 
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on prolonged offensive and defensive military campaigns. The Global Firepower Index, 2022, puts the US at 

the top, Russia at the second spot, China at No. 3, and India at No. 4.  

 

 

Summits & Conferences  

46. A two-day Think-20 summit began to be held in Bhopal 
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A two-day Think-20 summit under the auspices of the G20 will bring together prominent individuals from 

around the world to debate a range of issues, including "Global Governance with LiFE, Values, and 

Wellbeing." It is began to be held in Bhopal.  

Shivraj Singh Chouhan, the chief minister of Madhya Pradesh, went over preparations for the meeting on 

Saturday. 94 representatives from various nations would attend the summit.MP CM will be present at the 

opening ceremony at the city’s Kushabhau Thackeray International Convention Center. 

 

47. Hyderabad to host WEF Center for Fourth Industrial Revolution 

 

The sole centre in India with a focus on healthcare and life sciences will be created in Hyderabad as the 

World Economic Forum Centre for the Fourth Industrial Revolution (C4IR Telangana). Following the signing 

of a collaboration agreement between the Telangana administration and the World Economic Forum 

during the Forum’s Annual Meeting in Davos, the announcement was made. 

One of Asia’s major centres for the biological sciences is Telangana. Telangana is known as the vaccine 

centre of the world and produces one-third of all vaccines produced globally. 
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Sports News  

48. Viacom 18 have grabbed the media rights for the upcoming Women's IPL 

 

The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) has announced that Viacom 18 have grabbed the media 

rights for the upcoming Women's IPL for a whopping Rs 951 crore for five years, pipping other bidders, 

including Disney Star and Sony, in the auction. The auction for the T20 League was conducted by the 

cricket board in Mumbai.  

 

49. International Cricket Council (ICC), reportedly lost nearly $2.5 million in online scam last year 

 

The global governing body of cricket, the International Cricket Council (ICC), reportedly lost nearly $2.5 

million in online scam last year. The incident of phishing, which originated in the US, took place last year. 

As per reports, the ICC was repeatedly cheated by the scamster not once, not twice, but four times. 

Surprisingly, the authorities at the ICC's Dubai office did not have a clue that they were being cheated.  
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Schemes & Committess  

50. Interest subsidy on education loans for overseas studies for students belonging to minority 

community discontinued 

 

The Ministry of Minority Affairs (MoMA) has discontinued the scheme of interest subsidy on education 

loans for overseas studies for students belonging to minority communities (Padho Pardesh). All banks were 

notified by the Indian Banks’ Association last month about the discontinuation of the Padho Pardesh 

Interest Subsidy Scheme from 2022-23. The scheme so far was being implemented through Canara Bank, 

the designated nodal bank.  

 

51. Rajasthan Chief Minister has implemented the policy for Blindness Control 
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Under its campaign of Nirogi Rajasthan, Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot has implemented the policy 

for Blindness Control with the objective of 'Right to Sight'. With this, Rajasthan has become the first state 

to have such a policy. This policy has been brought with an aim to bring light in the lives of more than 3 

lakh people suffering from visual impairment in the State.  

 

Science & Technology  

52. Entire country will be covered by Doppler Weather Radar Network by 2025 

 

The entire country will be covered by Doppler Weather Radar Network by 2025 to help predict extreme 

weather events more accurately, union minister Jitendra Singh said, speaking at the foundation day of 

India Meteorological Department (15 Jan 1875). Four new radars were added recently taking the number 

from 33 to 37. They include two at Murari Devi and Jot in Himachal Pradesh, and one each at Banihal Top 

in Jammu and Kashmir and Surkandaji in Uttarakhand covering a radius of 100 km.  

 

Important Days  

53. 16th January, the founding day of Startup India is commemmorated as the National Startup Day 

16th January, the founding day of Startup India is commemmorated as the National Startup Day. The event 

is being celebrated since 2022. Prime Minister Narendra Modi made the announceent last year by calling 

startups as backbone of new India. The Central government has planned several events this year to 

celebrate the National startup day across the country as the part of the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.  
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To celebrate the spirit of Indian startup ecosystem and mark this momentous day, DPIIT (Department for 

Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade) is organising Startup India Innovation Week from 10th – 16th 

January 2023.  

 

 

Obituaries  

54. Renowned Assamese poet and recipient of Jnapith Award, Nilamani Phookan has passed away 

 

Renowned Assamese poet and recipient of Jnapith Award, Nilamani Phookan has passed away. He was 89. 

Phookan was one of the most celebrated poet of Assam and has been awarded the country’s highest 

literary award, the 56th Jnanpith for the year 2021. The notable works of Phukan are ‘Xurjya Henu Naami 

Aahe Ei Nodiyedi’, ‘Kabita’, and ‘Gulapi Jamur Lagna’.  
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Miscellaneous News  

55. J&K becomes the first union territory in India to completely switch to a digital method of 

administration 

 

Jammu & Kashmir becomes the first union territory in India to completely switch to a digital method of 

administration, leading the way in the digital transformation of governance. All governmental and 

administrative services in Jammu & Kashmir are currently only offered digitally.  

 

56. MoEF has listed Neelakurinji under Schedule III of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 
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The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF) has listed Neelakurinji under Schedule III 

of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, including it on the list of protected plants. Neelakurinji has been 

included in the list after the Center increased the earlier protected list of six plant species to 19. As per the 

order, those uprooting or destroying the plant will be fined Rs 25,000 and imprisoned for three years, 

furthermore, cultivation and possession of Neelakurinji are not permitted.  

 


